



# • 




iC 


*t. *qW 

$ f 

>n *. *> 

A % * 

•I ? 'I--- ;1 



V L :TB 


A 





* Jr^3 


* - 




TH-UR MH-IC ^/4D/IIC?H- 
^P^RI^H- Mt\CTP\Ziri€:^o| 










AIB 


Bank 


MAIN STREET, BALLINROBE 
CO. MAYO 

TELEPHONE: 092-41041, 092-41265 

MANAGER: CATHERINE CLANCY 
ASSISTANT MANAGER: PAT HARNEY 



AIB 


Bank 





Christmas, 1993 


Waterfall. Thuar Mhic Eadaigh 


I 




EDITORIAL 



AS WE GO through the year's events so rapidly, 
what claims our attention at any one time 
is quickly replaced by something more insistent; 
and that in turn is unceremoniously pushed out by 
the next compelling occurence. In this way many 
of our past experience are obscured and fade 
away. Some of our best achievements. our most 
creditable work, become water under the bridge. 
Precious memories, be they sad or happy, are 
forgotten, and our lives are the poorer for it. 

But here ‘ ‘ Waterfall ’' comes to the rescue. It 
is not content to let go so easily of those receding 
gems. It invites you to re-live those events again, 
savour their fill flavour and maybe see them in 
a wholly new light. ' 'Emotion recollected in tran¬ 
quillity. ' ' as the poet of old said, is a great source 
of pleasure and guidance. As we quietly turn back 
the pages of the year, we hope you are a little 
touched, amused, informed, interested. 

Many thanks to the small number of people who 
have worked hard to give us this parish magazine, 
the committee and the contributors of articles 
especially. Go gcuiti Dia a saothar leo. 

As a source of information this magazine has 
been unique and invaluable. It weaves a rich 
tapestry of details behind the seemingly simple 
sights and sounds of casual observance. But it is 
the people of the area that are its main feature — 
in photographs or pen-pictures, old or young, at 
home or abroad, each an individual and all work¬ 
ing together to produce the vibrant social interaction 
and co-operative spirit that this community is bless¬ 
ed with. 

Is udar athais dom an seachtu eagran den "Eas ", 
Iris bhliantuil an pharoiste. a chur i lathair Td 
suit again go mbainfidh muintir Thuar Mhic 
Eadaigh sa mbaile no i geein taithneamh as. Rath 
De oraibh. 

SEAN 6 GARVEY. S.C 


Old Irish Blessings 

From Padraic O'Farrell's new book 
"Before The Devil Knows You're Dead" 

The health of the risen to you. 

May there never be a rattle in your skillet 
May you never see the bottom of your pot. 

That your griddle may never be hot. 

May you never be beyond cutting a flitch 

That the face of all good news and the back of all bad news 

be towards you. 

May you have a gentleman for a landlord 

May God give you your share of food and the Host as long 

as you live and your family after that. 

That God may give you the back to bear the burden. 

More power to your elbow. 

May the strength of three be in your journey through life 
God bless you and keep you mother machree. 

May you never see a poor day. 

The Lord keep you in his hand but never close his fist to tight 
on you. 

God s help always be nearer to the door for you. 

Welcome the will of God. 

May God increase your store for your kindness to one more 

needy than yourself 

May God give you a bed in Heaven. 

May the blessing of God be about you. 

May God bless you and yours. 

May the Lord have mercy on the souls of your departed friends. 
God's ways are not our ways. 

May the Light of Heaven shine on you. 

Glory, honour and thanks to God for everything. 

Thanks be to God 

Glory to God on hight 

Only for the bit we ate we'd die' 

Prayer and fasting are good for a sinner 
But a hungry man would want his dinner. 

God save you Archangel Michael' God save you' 

What ails you man'.’ 

A headache, an ailment and a heart weakness 
Archangel Michael, can you cure me. angel of the Lord 1 
May three things cure you man. 

May the shadow of Christ fall on you. 

May the garment of Christ swathe you. 

May the breath of Christ breathe on you. 

And when I call on you again, you will be cured. 


J 
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TIM KELLY 

(Electrical Contractors) LTD. 

Industrial and Commercial Installations • High Tension 
• Emergency Lighting Installations, Fire Alarms, etc. 


For a job well done contact — 4 ^ 

TIM KELLY \+ * 

(Electrical Contractors) LTD 

Claremorris Road, Ballinrobe, Co. Mayo 

TELEPHONE: 092-41283/092-41537/092-41983 • Fax: 092-41670 
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Glensaul National School — Back, left to right: P. J. O’Malley, Pat Dolan, John Burke, 
Bridge Lally, Ollie Dolan, Mattie Lally, Kevin Higgins, Cath Casey, Eileen O’Malley 
(teacher). Front, left to right: Gerry Ronan, Willie Higgins, Joe Dolan, Bernie and Patricia 
Dolan, Mary Anne and Bridie Dolan, Mary and Anne Ronan, Mary Staunton, Michael 
Lally and Tomas Dolan. 







Taken in England. . .Left to right: Austin McGing. Sean Midroe. Sonny Walsh, and Paddy Mid roe 



MICHAEL O’MALLEY 


Plumbing, Heating & Gas 
Contractor 


GAS & OIL FIRED HE A TING 

Tourmakeady, 

Co. Mayo 

TELEPHONE 092-44011 
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Ante a bhionn siulach, bionn 
se scealach! 



MAIRE T. Ni DHAILAIGH 


Rugadh me i gcathair Chicago sna Stait Aontaithe 
maraon le mo dhearthair Sean, agus diadh ar ndiadh 
rugadh seachtar eile ar thailte ghlasa Co. Mhaigh Eo. 
Shocraigh mo thuismitheoirf, Brid Ni Mhaolalla as 
Caithrin agus Tomas 6 Stonduin as Ceapach Dubh ar 
theacht abhaile le slf beatha a bhaint amach ar an 
bhfeirm agus le clann a thogail ann. Ba mhor an tathru 
e teacht aniar ag an ama sin. Bhi dha bliana dheag caite 
ag mo thuismitheoirf i Chicago, agus ce go raibh nosan- 
na agus bealai an Mheiriceanai ar a dtoil acu, bhiodar 
sasta slan a fhagail le saol cathrach agus aghaidh a 
thabhairt ar saol na tuaithe i gCeapach Dubh. 

Molaim mo thuismitheoirf go mor i ngeall ar an 
togail brea a fuaireamar uatha. Chothaigh siad an gra 
a bhi acu fein don chultur Ghaelach idir cheol, damhsai 
amhrain agus an teanga ionainn. De bhrf go raibh siad 
ar imirce, bhi ard-mheas acu ar an gcultiir. 
Bhuaileadar le hlodalaithe, Polannaigh, Greigigh agus 
chonaic siad an brod a bhi acusan da gcultiir agus 
cinnte da dteanga fein. Bhf meon deimhneach inar 
dteaghlach faoi labhairt agus foghlaim na Gaeilge. Bhi 
mo thuismitheoiri den tuairim laidir gur bua mhor e 
an da theanga a bheith ar a dtoil ag oganaigh. Ba chuid 
nadurtha do mo shaoil le linn laethanta m'oige com- 
hra agus craic i nGaeilge bheith ann. 

Fuaireamar ar mbunoideachais i Scoil Naisiunta an 
Trianlair. Bhf triur mhuinteoir dfograiseach cinealta 
ann agus is uathu a fuaireamar bunoideachais tre mhean 
na Gaeilge. Cuireadh na cead sfolta do cheird na 
muinteoireachta ag fas i mo chroi sa scoil bheag seo. 
Mtiineadh gach abhar tre Ghaeilge ach amhain an 
Bearla agus an Teagasc Chriostai. Is iomai dan, 
amhran agus sceal a d'fhoghlaim me 6 Mhairfn Nf 
Luideain (Uf Fhfaraic), Una Bn. Uf Riain agus 
Seosamh O Maolninaigh (Prfomhoide) nach ndean- 
faidh me dearmad orthu chofche maraon le neart 
eachtraf greannmhara a tharla ann. 

Chaith me ctiig bhliana i gColaiste Muire faoi stiiir 
an tSiiir Gabriel. Mna Rialta na Trocaire agus foireann 
muinteoiri. D’fhreastal me mar chailin lae, agus bhi 
meascan de laethanta sona is crua agam ann. Le mo 
linnse, ba e ceann de na Colaistf a b’fhearr in Eirinn 
d thaobh an chaighdean Ghaeloideachais, foghlama is 
staideartha a bhf curtha ar fail ann. Bhf orainn an 
ghaeilge a labhairt i gconai agus fuaireamar spreagadh 
pairteanna a ghlacadh i ndramaf Gaeilge, i gcoirmeacha 
ceoil, i ndfospoireachtaf agus i gcomortais Shlogadh. 
Bhfodh trua agam do na cailfnf conaithe nach raibh 
Gaeilge ar a dtoil acu, ach cinnte bhaineadar Ifofacht 


teangain amach taobh istigh de chupla-blian. Is cuma 
faoi obair chrua a chuir isteach ar scoil, ma ta sasamh 
agus tairbhe le bhaint as. 

Rinneamar an-taisteal go deo de bharr cursai ceoil. 
D'threastal trtiir de mo chlann fein maraon le truir col- 
ceathracha Horn ar ranganna ceoil i mBaile an Roba faoi 
stiiir Mairtfn Donoghue, go ndeana Dia trocaire ar a 
anam. Bhfomar pairteach ag feiseanna is fleadhanna 
agus thiomain m’aintin Caitlin Bn. Ui Stonduin 
seisear againn ar fud na tire. Nach orainn a bhi an 
tadh'. 

I ndiadh na hArdteiste chuaigh me ar ais go Chicago 
ar feadh bliana. Dfhan me le mo sheanmhathair Maire 
Bean Uf Mhaolalla is m'aintfnf Noirfn agus Caitlfn. 
B’iomaf deireadh seachtaine a chaith me f dteach m'un- 
cail is m'aintfn Maire agus Padraig 6 Eanachain agus 
a gClann. D'oibrigh me i mbialann darbh ainm “Stouf- 
fers” ar shraideanna Wabash/Randolf i rith an lae. 1 
mo shuf ag 5.00 r.n. ar an mbus ag 5.30 r.n. ullamh 
le traidire i mo lamh ag 7.00 r.n. go dti 2.30 in. 
Oideachas don chead scoth a bhf ann. “As go brach 
a mhac", mar a deirtear. Glac uaim e go bhfuil an 
Ghaeilge an-iisaideach i gcathair ar bith agus is iomai 
sceal greannmhar aisteach agus craiceailte a tharla 
domsa da bharr. 

Rinne me agallamh don mhuinteoireacht i nDun 
Cheire, i mBaile Atha Cliath agus d'eirigh liom ionad 
a bhaint amach. D'fhreastail me ar an gColaiste sin 
ar feadh trf bliana agus 6 shin fuair me post lan- 
aimseartha i scoil ceithre oide i nGleann Fearna, i 
gCo. Liathdroma. Ceantar ciuin alainn a bhf ann. Is 
ansin a chur me mo scilleanna mhuinteoireacta ag 
oibriii agus bhain me an-taithneamh as. Fuair me an- 
taithi ar chiirsai dramaiochta i Halla Darbh ainm an 
"Rainbow Gndthaigh na “Cloonclare Players” duai- 
seanna naisiunta i dramaf aon-mhfr agus trf-mhfr. Bhain 
me an-taithneamh as an obair sin agus rinne me a lan 
cairdi ar fud na tire. 

Faoim mbliain 1983 bhi an tadh orm post a fhail i 
nGaelscoil Raifteirf mar phrfomhoide. Ba mhor an 
dualgas e agus an dushlan e de bhri nach raibh aon 
traidisiuin de Ghaelscolafochta cruthaithe sa nGalltacht. 
taobh amuigh de na Gaeltachtaf go dtf seo. Cuireadh 
tiis leis an scoil san sean-scoil naisiunta de chuid 
Eaglais na hEireann a bhf suite ar an bhFaiche — ait 
a bhtuil Leabharlann Co. Mhaigh Eo lonnaithe faoi 
lathair. Bhi ctiig phaiste deag ann i dtosach. Bhi an- 
suim ag na cead tuismitheoirf sa scoil agus i 
nGaeloideachais a bpaistf. Bhf neart deachreachtaf le 
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sarii agus de bharr chomhoibriu on mBord, 
6 thuismitheoiri agus on bhfoireann muinteoiri 
diograiseach ata fostaithe ann, d'eirigh thar chionn leis 
an scoil. Thainig meadtt thar chuimse ar lfon na bpaisti 
bliain i ndiadh bliana. Na labhraiodh einne lion faoi 
bhogadh troscain, bogadh seomrai ranga agus an 
bodadh scoile a tharla art’s is art’s eile go dti go 
bhfuaireamar suiomh buan ag Faiche an Aonaigh. Is 
maith an rud e go bhfuil “suitcase” an-mhor agam. 

I mbliana taimid ag comoradh ar ndeichniu blian ar 
an bhfod. Ta deichnitir muinteoiri fostaithe sa scoil 
maraon le airitheoir agus rtinai. Ta 280 paistf scoile 
ag freastal ar an scoil anois, ata suite i seomrai 
reamhdheanta sa suiomh Faiche an Aonaigh. Ta an- 
gha le scoil buan a chur ar an suiomh, mar nil na coin- 
niollache oibre sasuil do phaisti no do mhuinteoiri i 
1993 a bheith saite i mbothan reamhdheanta. 

Tagann tritir muinteoir 6 Chaislean a Bharraigh, 
triur 6 Thuar Mhic Eadaigh, muinteoir amhain 6 


Cheathru na gCon, 6 Achaill, 6 Bhaile an Roba agus 
on gCnoc Mor. D’fhreastal seisear againn ar 
Cholaiste Muire agus ta ardchaighdean oideachais a 
bhaineamar amach ansin. Molaim go hard sitiracha 
na Trocaire, Tuar-Mhic-Eadaigh maraon leis an 
bhfoireann iontach muintoiri ata i gColaiste Muire. 

Ba mhaith liom mile buiochas a ghabhail le gach 
duine og is aosta, i bhfad i gceim ata ag tacu Icnar 
saothru teangan t Scoil Raifteiri. Tuigimid go bhfuil 
se flor-dheachair Gaeltacht a chruthu i nGalltacht, agus 
mar sin leanfar feis to bhfeicfear Gaelscoil buan agus 
lir i gCaislean a Bharraigh tar eis an siorbhogadh agus 
an chruatan. Is obair an-speisialta e agus ta me an- 
bhoduil as an chaighdean oideachais tre Ghaeilge ata 
a cur ar fail againn. Molaim go mor do mhuintir Thuar 
Mhic Eadaigh an teanga bhinn blasta ata acu a 
chaomhnti. Mar a deirtear, ni neart go cur le cheile. 
Guim gach beannacht agus rath ar gach scealai is 
taisteallai a chabhraigh liom go dti seo. Buailfidh me an 
bothar art’s anois mar ta tuilleadh taistil le deananth. 


Cardinal O'Connell from Boston 

The following is an extract from the book “It All Hap¬ 
pened” by James Fenton, published by M. H. Gill of 
Dublin. James Fenton was a schools inspector who spent 
some time as District Inspector in Westport in the early 
years of this century: 

/ got a reputation for writing "American" letters from 
the following incident. A very refined old lady used to 
travel some miles to Westport once a week on an easy¬ 
going donkey cart, bearing butter, cream and other pro¬ 
duce of the farm for a few customers, and returning with 
luxuries for her grandchildren. She dressed daintily in 
homespuns and linen, including a multi-frilled Italian- 
ironed linen cap. White visiting us, as she did regularly, 
she entertained us with all the gossip of her glen, as well 
as news from a few friends in Sacramento. One letter was 
of special interest — from a boy named Gibbons, orphan¬ 
ed and evicted from the same glen during the great 
Famine. A great lad and no doubt,' she said, a lad kept 
in the house of her parents in those days of hunger, at¬ 
tending school with herself and her brothers, and help¬ 
ing them at home in their lessons, for he was "very smart " 
Now, after years, he wrote from the Pacific coast making 
many kind inquiries. He had had a life of ups and downs, 
of hardship and poverty, but the tide had turned and to 
overflowing. 

The letter told of his voyage to Castle Garden in a slow 
sailing boat and his acting as a sort of valet to a Castlebar 
man who paid all his expenses. In the boat was Seamus 
O'Connell from Glensaul who spoke no English and whose 
son became Cardinal O'Connell of Boston. The old lady 
asked me to "answer" the letter for her, which / did in 
detail, telling of all his old school pals, most of them dead, 
the old lady herself the last of all who skipped to Killavala 
school with the well-remembere Jimin Gibbons, the 
reference made by the priest from the altar to the "boat¬ 
ful" of fine emigrant boys who left Mayo on that post- 
Famine day. In about two months, a still longer letter came 
in reply, from Sacramento, and more important still, a 
cheque for J 500 to be cashed in Westport after counter- 


signature by the American shipping agent in Galway. 

If ever a token for money was displayed and fingered 
in this world, that American cheque should merit first men¬ 
tion. We had all to read it; even the watermark was 
wondered at, with its firmament of stars and stripes. Her 
body-guard of old rural neighbours was, of course, a 
cynosure of wondering eyes, as was the large number of 
witnesses whom she invited to the Westport bank, in¬ 
cluding one of the town priests, to see the “changing" of 
the Sacramento cheque into a S.480 draft, guaranteed with 
all the pledges of good faith of the Governors of the Bank, 
together with twenty sovereigns of whose bona tides at 
least Mrs. Lynch had not the least misgiving. We had all 
to accept her invitation to visit a friend’s parlour for a 
blaisin — she distrusted hotels — and sincere were the good 
wishes of all to the gentle old lady who was bidding 
farewell for ever to towns and market-places where men 
buy and sell. 



Left to right: Paddy Burke (R I P.). Mary Burke and 
Mick Burke, Upper Churchfield. 
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CEAD MILE FAILTE 

g° 

Siopa an Droicead Caol 

(MULROE’S) 

Cappanacrecha, Tourmakeady 

Telephone: 092-4-4090 

• Groceries • Cooked Ham • Hardware • Animal Feeds 
• Souvenirs • Kosangas & Coal • Car Accessories 

• Petrol and Diesel 

GREETINGS TO .ALL OUR CUSTOMERS AND FRIENDS 



Treanlaur National School pupils in the 1920’s with teachers Margaret, Sheila and Willie Gillan (all now 

deceased). 
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0 Memorials 

BALLYHEANE, CASTLEBAR 

TELEPHONE: 094-30878 
Headstones in Granite, Marble and Limestone 

Inscriptions Engraved 
Specialist in Stone Cleaning 


Delighted to be associated with 'Waterfall' '94 and Tourmaheady 



Stephen Burke (R.I.P.), and Tom Thornton, 
(R.I.P.), both from Carheen. 



Belinda and John Canny. R.I.P.. with their niece and 
nephew 



Padd\ Thornton and liis daughter-in-law. Pi 
Thornton 
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TOM MAGUIRE 

COMMANDANT GENERAL I.R.A. 1892-1993 


D OWN through the years of Irish history the 
men and women who laid their lives on the line 
for Irish freedom are honoured in song and 
story. Those who fought with Hugh — the Great 
O'Neill — and Owen Roe, Patrick Sarsfield, the gallant 
men and women of '98, John Mitchell — and the Fe¬ 
nians — and the heroes who fought in our War of In¬ 
dependence from 1916 to 1921 — we remember them 
all with pride. 

Among all that noble company Tom Maguire of 
Cross has an honoured place. Here in Tourmakeady 
he holds a special place because he laid his life on the 
line in this place and on the slopes of Partry moun¬ 
tains above Tournavode. 

Tom's ancestors were fighters for freedom from the 
battle of Aughrim to 1798 when his great-grandfather 
rode off to join the French who landed in Killala and 
his father who was active in the Fenians and the Land 
War. 

The Volunteers were founded in 1913 and Tom join¬ 
ed them. However, not many were members in the area 
and Tom was delighted that the Irish Volunteers rose 
in 1916 in Dublin. He didn’t have a chance to take part 
with them. It wasn't until 1917 that a properly organis¬ 
ed company was formed in the area of Ballinrobe and 
soon there were companies in Cross, Ballyglass and 
Srah. 

When Mayo was divided into four Brigade areas in 
1920 Tom was appointed O.C. of the South Mayo 
Brigade. When he came on his First inspection to the 
Srah Company he found ninety men there drilling in 
‘Machaire’, near Srah. 

KILFAUL AMBUSH - 7th MARCH, 1921 

Tom led members of the Srah and Ballyglass Com¬ 
panies in this ambush. The British, under Capt. Chat- 
field, were attacked, defeated and quickly disarmed and 
the Brigade got the much needed rifles. 
TOURMAKEADY AMBUSH - 3rd MAY, 1921 
The story of this famous ambush has been told often 
elsewhere. After the fighting in Tourmakeady, 
Maguire and some of his men retired along the Partry 
mountains to Tournavode and there they were attack¬ 
ed by the British with machine gun and rifle fire. 
Maguire was seriously wounded and it was while he 
was given first aid by Michael O'Brien that a Lieut. 
Ibberson had come behind them. He shot and mortal¬ 
ly wounded O’Brien, but seconds later received a 
charge of buckshot himself and though he was wounded 
made his way down to the village. 

The Volunteers succeeded in holding off the British 
until nightfall. Maguire was carried down from the 
mountain on a man's back to Derrasa. The local 
Volunteers had him hidden until he was dressed by Dr. 
Murphy of Tourmakeady and they deserve great credit 
for their marvellous effors in keeping him safe for five 



days in Derrasa and Derrindafderg and eventually get¬ 
ting him away safely to the Castlecarra area where Dr. 
O’Boyle of Balia did a good job of cleaning his wounds 
and dressing them. He recovered fairly well by the time 
of the Truce. 

THE TREATY 

Tom was nominated and elected to the Second Dail 
in May, 1921, while he was wounded and in danger 
of death. When news came that the Treaty was signed 
he was terribly disappointed at the disestablishment of the 
Republic. In spite of great local pressure from clerical 
authorities, he voted against the Treaty. Within the year 
the Civil War was on and Maguire was on the run again 
and in October, 1922. he was arrested near Headford 
and lodged in Athlone Military Barracks. He narrow¬ 
ly escaped execution in Athlone in January, 1923. 

ESCAPED 

He escaped from the Athlone Garrison detention in 
June. 1923, and was on the run again until the end of 
1925 when he got married to Miss Chrissie Feeney from 
Ballinrobe. He had been re-elected to the Dail but, of 
course, never took his seat there. 

The members of the Second Dail who didn't 
recognise the Treaty acted as Shadow Government of 
the Republic until 1938. They claimed to be the 
legitimate Government of the Republic which was 
declared in 1919 and 1921. Tom Maguire claimed that 
the 26 County Parliament and the Six County Parlia¬ 
ment at Stormont were illegitmitately forced on the 
Irish people by Britain and that the Irish were entitled 
to fight for the Irish Republic proclaimed in 1916 and 
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TOM MAGUIRE 

established in 1919. 

The members of this Shadow Government of the 
Republic handed over their authority to the Army 
Council of the I.R. A. in 1938. Tom Maguire supported 
the Republican Movement all down the years and never 
changed his support until the day of his death. He never 
accepted a pension or any honour from the Irish 
Government. Even those who disagree with his ideas 
and national philosophy all acknowledge that Tom 
Maguire was an honest, noble, steadfast Irishman all 
the days of his life. 

Cuireadh Tomas Maguidhir i Reilig na Croise ar 1 lu 
Iul, 1993. Ba e Ruairi O Bradaigh a thug oraid na 
sochraide. Deanann muid comhbhron lena chlann agus 
a mhuintir. 

Fior-laoch calma cneasta seasmhach a bhi ann i rith 
a shaoil. Bhi se sasta a bheatha a chailleadh ar son na 
hEireann agus tabharfar omos agus onoir do fhad a 
mhairfeas Gaeil in Eirinn. Solas na bhFlaitheas go 
raibh ag a anam uasal. 

• TOMAS 6 hEANACHAIN 

★ Taimid buioch don Dr. Sean Maguidhir a chuir 
an pictiur seo ar fail duinn. 



Bridget Walsh, publican, R.I.P., with her niece 








Rory Conroy with the 
“Swimmer of the Year" 
Gaeltarra Perpetual Shield. He 
also took part in the 5000 swim. 


Mr. Tom Dillon, shoe merchant, Athlone, caught 
a lovely 13.6 lb. trout on Lough Mask. At the 
weigh-in was Tomas O’Toole, Tourmakeady. 
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COLGAN HARDWARE 


GLEBE STREET, BALLINROBE 


An fhoireann diospoireachta 6 Cholaiste Muire, Tuar Mhic Eadaigh, a bhuaigh craobh na h-Eireann i 
gComortas Diospoireachta Ghael-Linn: Sinead Ni Mhaille, Sinead Ni Dhomhnaill, Deirdre Seoighe (cap- 

taen), Anne Adams (A.I.B.). 


Telephone/Fax: 092-41090 


For all your 
CARPETS 
BEDDING 

PAINTS, WALLPAPERS 
and 

HARDWARE NEEDS 

NOW IN OUR NEW PREMISES ON GLEBE STREET 
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BIRTHS 

We extend a Cead Mile Failte to the community to the 
following: 

November 5, 1992: Lynn Kathleen, to Edward and 
Patricia Gibbons, Gort na Cuileann. 

January 9, 1993: Mark, to Martin and Catherine 
Durkin. 

February 24: Sheona Maire, to Michael and Marion 
O'Malley, Droim Thagaidh. 

March 17: Jennifer Patricia, to Joseph and Mary 
Moran, London. 

March 24: Cromm Padraig Roduibh, to Sean and San¬ 
dy O Fallamhain, Pairc a' Teampaill. 

April 23: Christopher James, to Paul and Sarah Bren¬ 
nan, Walkinstown (Gortmore). 

May 6: Aaron Patrick, to Liam and Mary Conroy, Gort 
Fraoigh. 

May 28: James Michael, to James Martin and Bridget 
Elizabeth Grant, Gortmore. 

September 6: Patrick James, to Michael and Veronica 
Heneghan, Srah. 


MARRIAGES 

Congratulations to the following couples who got mar¬ 
ried during the year: 

Sara Behan and Martin Ronan (U.S.A.). 

Tommy Joe Durkin and Mary Staunton 
(Tourmakeady). 

Brendan Hoban and Patricia Ruane (Louisburgh). 
Michael Derrig and Margie Flaherty (U.S.A.). 

Sean Collins and Bernie Darcy (England). 

Lil Collins and Michael Cronin (Laois). 

Judy Carr and Theodore Moody (U.S.A.). 

Mary Gibbons and John Gardiner (U S A.). 
Jacqueline Horan and Frank Brady. 


Partry Baptisms in ’93 

10th January: Fiona Marie Heneghan, Cloonee. 
7th February: Sinead Angela Clarke, Partry. 
13th March: Catherine Marie Heneghan, Kilfaul. 
18th July: Joanne Christine Gibbons, Derrew. 
29th August: Susan Marie Burke, Kilfaul. 

Partry Deaths 

None entered since 1992 

J. J. Newell, Carrawina (10th October). 

Francis Derrig, Derrew (21st October). 

Paulagh McDermott, Derradda (7th November). 


DEATHS 

We commend into your hands. Lord, the souls of the 
following: 

Dan Prendergast, Gortmore (4 Samhain, 1992). 
John Maree, Leitir Fhinin (20 Nollaig, ’92). 
Margaret Neathtain, Baile Ui Bhanain (28 Nollaig, ’92) 
Jimmy Childs. An Ceapach Dhubh (12 January, 1993). 
Maureen Coyne, Trian Lar (12 February). 

Michael Donoghue, Gortmore, died in England, buried 
in Churchfield (28 February). 

Bridget McGing, Gleann Sal (4 June). 

Michael Devel, Baile Ui Bhanain (22 June). 

Frank Costello, Leitir Fhinin (24 June). 

Ann Conroy, Grianan (2 August). 

Tommy Hughes, Gortmore (27 September). 

Mick Durkan, Trianlar (29 September). 

Padraig Barker, Gorteenmore (24 October). 

Rose Casey (nee Maree), died in South Wales (8 
November). 


Paddy Sheridan, Shanvallyard (died in England 
November 23). _ 

One hundred and sixty years ago 

This year we celebrate the 160th anniversary 
of the building of the church in Tourmakeady 
which replaced a small thatched church near 
Pakie Barker's house where the forestry is now. 
On the 14th August, 1833, Fr. Henry Joyce 
wrote the following letter thanking people who 
had helped and, surprisingly, the Plunkett fami¬ 
ly are prominent in the list of benefactors. This 
was before their proselytising activities. They had 
just built the lodge a few years previously. The 
pound was worth something in those days. — 
Tomas Heneghan. 

PARTRY CHAPEL 

We have much pleasure in corresponding with the 
wishes of the Rev. Henry Joyce, P. P., to make known 
his gratitude for the Liberal subscription of the Plunket 
family towards the new chapel at Mount-Partry. The 
Rev. Sir Francis Lynch Blosse, Bart., has subscribed 
£25 and the Hon. and Rev. William Plunket. the Hon. 
Patrick Plunket and the Hon. David Plunket have each 
subscribed the sum of five pounds. Peter Tuohv, Esq.. 
the respected and efficient agent of Sir Francis, has 
subscribed a similar sum. Not only for the timely 
pecuniary aid which these subscriptions afford, but 
much more for the liberal and concilliatory good feed¬ 
ing which the subscribers evince, we feel particular 
pleasure in making this announcement, and gladly avail 
ourselves of this opportunity to award, as far as in our 
power, the meed which is due to the general kindness 
of the Plunket family, in extending relief and the bless¬ 
ings of employment to the needs and indigent peasan¬ 
try’ who reside in the vicinity of the beautiful villa which 
they have recently erected in the Partry mountains. 



12 


Waterfall — Thuar Mhic Eadaigh 


Christmas, 1993 


Lough Mask Fireplace Centre 

Gortmore, Tourmakeady, Co. Mayo 

Marble , Granite and 
Cast-Iron Fireplaces 

Fireplaces of Distinction and Quality 

Showrooms open 6 days 

Special Sunday opening hours: 

12 noon to 4 p.m. 

PHONE 092-44023 

FOR COLOUR BROCHURE 

SEASON'S GREETINGS TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 
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Ready for travelling . .. May Kelly (nee Naughton), 
Nora Flynn and Kathleen Lally. _ 


Congrats on your engagement many years ago . . 
. Johnnie Kerrigan and Maureen Meeneghan — still 
as much in love in 1993 ! 


I 


! Tony 

Timoney, barman at O'Toole's, Tourmakeady, in 
the late seventies. 


Michael Waters with cousins Fat Naughton and 
Kathleen Lally in the dancing mood during the 

seventies. 
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Mattie Murphy's Foodstore 




The shop that offers you the best on the road 

and off the road 

7 day service Groceries, Delicatessen 
early to late Calor g as Q og | Briquettes, 

Animal Foodstuff 


Mattie Murphy’s 


mobile shopping unit Mobile Shopping Unit 

IN THE TOURMAKEADY n . rr rx n ~ nT , 

AREA ON MONDAY S BALLINROBE , Tel.: 092-41363 


□ 


The family and staff at Mattie Murphy 's wish you all a 
happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year 




















iversarv 


Sarah Wa 
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Michael and Annie Lally, Glensaul, Tourmakeady 
who were 40 years married on the 28th July, 1993. 






ft 








■'V N i- 


Enjoying a Gaeltarra Eireann dinner dance were 
Marv Carroll, Michael John Casey and Noreen 
Rov. 
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“A.G FEA.CHA.INT SI AH" 


LE SEi N AGUS CAITR ONA U FHATHAIGH 


Chaitheamar scor agus se bliana deag, don la, i 
gCoill a’ tSidheain. Ar an 30u Lunasa, 1950, a 
thainiceamar ann agus ar an data ceannann ceanna i 
1986 d'fhagamar slan leis an ait. Ba chuid nar bheag 
dar saol e, ach ba threimhse rf-thaitneamhach a bhi 
againn ann. 

Taimid i mBaile Atha Cliath anois le seacht mbliana. 
Is i gCaban tSfle i ndeisceart na cathrach ata conaf 
orainn, agus taimid socraithe sios go h-uile is go h- 
iomlan anseo anois. Ta an ait suite ar theorainn Bhaile 
Atha Cliath agus Chill Mhantain, congarach do na h- 
aiseanna agus do na saoraidi go leir, mar shiopai, 
seipeil, an fharraige, agus na sleibhte. I ngar duinn ta 
Bri Chualann, Dun Laoghaire. agus an Charraig 
Dhubh, agus ta na seirbhisi bus agus an Dart ar 
fheabhas. Ceantar an-deas e seo cinnte ach nil aon 
chomparaid idir e agus Coill a’ tSidheain agus an 
limistear maguaird. Ni feidir aileacht na duiche sin 
a sharu, suite mar ata si idir na sleibhte agus Loch 
Measca. 

Agus maidir le muintir na h-aite, ar ndoigh bhi siad 
lach, fial agus cinealta, Bhi comharsana deasa agus 
cairde maithe againn ann. Airimid uainn iad. Ach ta 
aithne curtha againn ar roinnt daoine 6 thainiceamar 
anseo. Is de bhunadh na tuaithe a bhturmhor agus is 
as Maigh Eo, Gaillimh agus Roscomain a lan acu. Ta 
cupla cailin a bhi liom i gColaiste Muire ina gconai 


anseo i mBaile Atha Cliath agus bionn teacht le cheile 
againn anois is aris. Is aoibhinn liam casadh leo agus 
bionn athchuimhne againn le cheile faoin gColaiste, 
na mna rialta agus na muinteoiri a bhi ann lenar linn, 
agus faoin saol faoi mar a bhi se sna trfochaidi. Bhi 
an-chion agus meas ag na h-iarscolairi seo ar an gcoras 
agus ar an reimcas mar a bhi se ag an am sin i gColaiste 
Muire. Is mor agam an caidreamh seo. 

Ta se an-tabhachtach duinn baint agus teagmhail a 
bheith againn leis an Iarthar. Is tre Raidio na 
Gaeltachta, ‘Seo Mhaigh Eo' go h-airithe agus tren 
‘Connaught Telegraph' a dheantar e sin. Chomh maith 
le sinn bionn cupla seachtain saoire thiar againn gach 
bltain lenar muintir. Is aoibhinn linn iarscolairi Choill 
a' tSidheain a fheiceal agus ta se go deas a chlos uatha 
faoin gcaoi a bhfuil siad ag dul ar aghaidh. 

Agus beirt dar gclann, Micheal agus Maire, in aice 
linn anseo. taimid sona sasta. buiochas le Dia. Tagann 
ar n-inion eile. Caitriona, agus a clann, a chonaionn 
in Heswall, Sasana, ar cuairt go minic freisin. Agus 
an gharchlann, ar ndoigh. cuigear acu. is mor an chuis 
aoibhnis agus gliondair duinn iad. Go mba fada buan 
agus slan a bheas siad. 

Mar sin in ainneoin go bfuil an duiche thiar faghta. 
ta go leor cuitimh againn anseo,a bhuiochas sin do 
Dhia. 
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J B CONTRACTORS 

PLANT HIRE 

Gorteenmore, Tourmakeady , Co. Mayo 

Telephone: 092-44085 

> Land Reclamation 

► Site Clearance 

> Ground Work, etc. Iff 

► Free Estimates {-W C~ 

HOURLY OR CONTRACT RATES 

Guimid beannachtai na Nollag ar leitheoirf an “Waterfall'' 


Good luck to Tourmakeady “ Waterfall ” Magazine — from 

THE VILLAGE INN 

Partry 

On the Ballinrobe/Westport/Castlebar cross, quench that thirst in the Thatch. 


USUAL CARDS 
TUESDAY, FRIDAY, SUNDAY 
DARTS EVERY SATURDAY 




Daily and weekly papers available 

Season’s Greetings from Cathy and Jim O v Neill 
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CAIDEIL M.P. TEORANTA 

Caideil M.P. Teoranta, Coill an tSidheain, started production on the 14th March, 1983, with a 
workforce of 11. The factory produces spray pumps for perfume atomizers, lotion pumps and many 
different designs of finished perfume atomizers for markets in France, Germany, U.S.A. and Ireland. 
The original idea for this factory came with the arrival of a West German businessman, Mr. Kurt Menrad, 
to fish on Lough Mask and who spotted the then vacant factory from the lake while fishing. 

With the aid of Udaras na Gaeltachta and local friends, the factory was re-designed for its new 
enterprise to a very high standard by local craftsmen employed by an tUdaras. 

The process of the factory involves the handling of small plastic and metal parts which go through 
up to 1 2 stages of assembly before final completion. This intricate work is done by women employed 
from the surrounding areas. This year Caideil celebrated its tenth year of production with a total of 
70 employees. 

It is a great source of pride to see Tourmakeady and the surrounding area run such a factory on 
the basis of high quality workmanship to compete successfully in the European and American markets. 
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The Tourmakeady G.A.A. scene in '93 


1993 was a busy year in the G.A.A. calendar for 
Tourmakeady with teams partaking in all age groups 
of the West Mayo championship. It was not a good 
year, however, in the honours list. Nevertheless, Tour¬ 
makeady under-12 footballers captured the West Mayo 
title by defeating a strong Breaffy side in the decider. 
John Joyce, captain of the victorious team, received 
the cup. All other teams, despite not winning titles, 
did the parish proud. Tourmakeady junior team re¬ 
mained in Div. 3 of the Mayo League. 

In recent years the national schools have had a very 
good championship in Mayo G.A.A. circles. Srah na¬ 
tional school captured the county title in 1993, 
defeating Geesala in a hectic final at McHale Park, 
Castlebar. Srah also won the regional school blitz. 

Tourmakeady had a number of star players in the 
club at minor level, namely Ciaran Walsh, Donal 
Burke, Adrian Farragher, Colm Conneely and Brian 
Hennelly among others. After many trials and games 
Adrian Farragher made it to the red and green jersey 
and had a wonderful Connaught league and champion¬ 
ship with Mayo. The county team were defeated by 
Galway in a replay at Tuam. This player showed good 
example while doing his Leaving Cert — playing 
G.A.A. games six days/evenings a week he also receiv¬ 
ed 5/6 honours in the Leaving. 

We need more dedication from all our underage 
teams. We also ask parents to become more involved 
and to release players for games or the G.A.A. scene 
in Tourmakeady could die out. It is unfair to team 
managers having worked all day to have to call house 
to house for players before playing a game in Achill 


or Ballina. We ask for more dedication and co¬ 
operation for all interested in our games. 

WITH THE LADIES 

Tourmakeady ladies footballers did the parish pro¬ 
ud, making it to a double county final, just failing on 
both counts by the narrowest of margins. Congratula¬ 
tions to Bernadette O'Neill who received an All-Star 
award in 1993. Deservedly so, too. 

On the social front, Tourmakeady G.A.A. club had 
a super race night in Maire Luke’s, Gortmore. 

The annual Feile Mhic Eadaigh was held in August, 
a competition that must be examined for retention. The 
club had a very successful dinner dance in the local 
hall, entertaining the people of the parish in their own 
surroundings. As we go to print the 1993 dinner dance 
has just been finalised. It takes place on Thursday, 
December 30, in Tourmakeady Hall. Music will be 
supplied by the fabulous ’Concord’. Tickets must be 
booked to be assured of admission 

We congratulate all teams for taking part in G.A.A. 
affairs. Thanks to all the hardworking managers of all 
underage teams; to Frank Lally and Adrian Gavin of 
junior/senior status; to the 1992/’93 officers of the club 
for their efforts: chairman, Tom Heneghan; runai. 
Padraig De Burca; treasurer, John Joyce. We salute 
our president, Mr. John Callan, and his wife for their 
continued interest and attendance. 

We look forward to a more successful report in 
‘Waterfall’ ’94. 

SECRETARY 
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Liam Burke threatens the Castlebar g 




•m 


* 




No way past . . . Eddie Gibbons, Tourmakeady (in 
the all-black) as Castlebar and Tourmakeady do 
battle in the West championship ’93. 


Tourmakeady goalkeeper Pat Gibbons in 
Heaney’s field in the ’70s. 
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SOCCER 

Soccer is a sport, suitable for every sort, 

Pele was the best in this great sport. 

Jack is the leader of our great Irish team. 

We can beat Holland, Denmark and every other team. 

When we get to the World Cup in the U.S.A. 

We will beat any team that gets in our way. 

There's every team you could think of, 

There’s Iran, Cuba, Iraq and even Czechoslovakia. 

Even though there is so many, Ireland can beat them all 
Because they are the best with the soccer ball. 

LIAM DE PHRIONDARGAIS 


AN PUCA 

Ta puca mor i dteach mo chomharsa beat dorais 
Is teann se amach san oiche, 

Itheann se paisti thart san ait 
Mar ta siad beag chun slogadh. 

Teann si ar scoil chun dinnear a fhail, 

Ach ni dearann se aon rud sa bhaile, 

Nil fearg ormsa, mar ni itheann se cailini 
Ach itheann se buachaill mar ta siad ar dana. 

Ni maith liom puca, mar ta se an scannruil 
Agus bionn se aga screachail 
An oiche ar fad 

Sin ar fath nach maith liom an puca. 

AMANDA NI ROGAIN 


MO MHATH AIR 

Is maith liom mo mhathair, 

Ta si go deas. 

Deanann si mo bheili agus nionn si m ’ eadai, 

Ta mo mhathair go deas. 

Cabhraionn si le mo obair bhaile, 

Ceannaionn se eadai nua dom, 

Tugann si go dti an bade mor me, 

Ta mo mhathair go deas. 

Ach nuair a bhionn si ar buile, 

Cuireann si faitios orm. 

Deireann si teigh go dti do seomra codlata agus 
na bi dana arts, 

Ach is maith liom mo mhathair. 

AISLINN DONOGHUE (12) 


THE WORLD 

I wonder why the world is round 
And why the grass grows on the ground. 

I love every single thing 
Even every’ little bird that sings. 

Lots of animals all around 

And each one makes a different sound. 

Lots of people small and tall, 

Thank you God for making it all. 

MILA VAN DULMEN (II) 


THE LITTLE ELF 

I met a little Elfman once, 

Down where the lillies grow, 
l askedhim why he was so small 
And why he didn’t know. 

He slightly frowned and with his eye 
He looked me through and through, 

I’m just as big for me’, said he,' 

‘As you are big for you'! 

BARRY O’TOOLE 


DAYS THAT ARE BURIED 

We re seated around by the fire. 

Our thoughts are on ages ago, 

We think on the days that are buried. 

But we never see those things 
The Christmas frost and snow, 

The old time Yule is buried 
It will never rise again 
Except annually in the Waterfall. 

Were it not full sorrow from our people. 

Forth /go by the blessed sun. 

Tis royally they would sing thy praise, Mayo. 

/ knelt down three times for to utter a prayer 
But my heart it was seared 
And the words were not there. 

E. WALSH 


RECIPE FOR LONG LIFE . . . 

Eat half as much 
Sleep twice as much 
Drink three times as much 
Laugh four times as much. 

Two things bad for the heart 

Running upstairs . . . 

Running down people. 
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SCHOOLS BOARD OF MANAGEMENT 


SRAH 

Betty McGeough 
Cathy O’Malley 
Tom Staunton 
Martin O’Neill 


TRIANLAR 

Tommie O’Malley 
Eileen Barker 
Sarah Power 
Liam Conroy 


KILLITIANE 

Barbara Philbin 
Stephen Donoghue 
Judy Burke 
Carmel Shoevelin 



Miss Kay Lally with Sr. Ethenrita Gavin on her visit 
to Carheen, Tourmakeady. 


PIP YOU KNOW. . .? 

★ That the main number in this year’s issue of ‘Water¬ 
fall’ is No. 3. We have a little research done on the 
decades ending on 3. Next year we will choose the number 
4 — 1944, 1904, 1974, etc. 

★ 1983: St. Mary’s Church in Tourmakeady was built 
and is still going strong with its new curate of ’93, Fr. 
Jack Garvey. 

★ 1863 heard of the Plunketts. Mr. Plunkett sold his 
estate to an English industrialist, Mr. Mitchell, and moved 
to Tuam. 

★ 1333: Maurice Fitzgerald owned part of the area 
southwards from Churchfield which was the barony of 
Ross. At the time it was in Co. Galway. 

★ 1923: The late Tom Maguire narrowly escaped ex¬ 
ecution in Athlone, but in June ’23 he escaped and went 
on the run. Mr. Maguire died in July of this year. 

★ 1943: In Finney Church Sarah Derrig married Mar¬ 
tin Walsh — still going strong and very young at heart. 

★ 1953: Michael Lally, Glensaul, took Annie Barker 
as his bride. 

★ 1973 Tommie Fleneghan, Churchfield, won an All- 
Ireland under-21 football medal. 

★ 1973: In June Tourmakeady won the senior Com- 
ortas Peile na Gaeltiache in Carraroe. And in October 
they won the Gael-Linn final, defeating Donegal 1-10 to 
1-8! Remember the Crofton Airport Hotel — never the 
same since! 

★ 1983: Caideil M.P. Teo in Killitiane was founded and 



Mrs. Annie Feeney and Mrs. Mary Lally, both from 
Tourmakeady and now in Chicago and Park Ridge 
respectively. 


thankfully is still going strong. Congrats to Mr. Kurt 
Minrad and staff on its success. 

★ 1983: Tourmakeady darts team were runners-up in 
the Mayo darts championship. 

★ 1883: Fr. James Corbett was appointed C.C. in 
Tourmakeady — his first parish. 

★ 1983: Tourmakeady G.A.A. team and supporters 
had a great weekend in London at the invitation of 
Parnells G.A.A. Club. 



Back row: Mary Conway (R.I.P.), Mary Maloney 
(R.I.P.), Nellie Maloney, Nancy Garvev, Margaret 
Martyn, Maureen Heneghan, Hath Stenson and 


Maureen Egan. t 
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BAKERV CORNER 

SWEET 'n' SAVOURY 



With a brrr in the months ahead, what's nicer than the comfort of a warm fire and good 
home cooking. The following recipes are guaranteed to put spice in the coldest Winter evening: 


RICH TREACLE 
SCONES 

1 lb. plain flour 
6 ozs. margarine 
6 ozs. sugar (brown) 

1 teaspoon bread soda 
Pinch salt 

1 teaspoon pice, cinn. 

or ginger 

2 tablespoons treacle 
1 lb. fruit 

3 eggs 

1 cup milk 

METHOD 

Mix all dry ingredients, 
melt treacle and mar¬ 
garine. Beat eggs. Stir in¬ 
to dry ingredients mix to 
dropping consistency. Put 
in a greased 8” cake tin, 
smooth top. Bake at heat 
375 deg. F. elec, for 1 V 2 
hours. Lower heat to 350 
towards the end of 
baking. 


TREACLE SCONES 

8 ozs. plain flour 
2 teaspoons baking 
powder 
Pinch salt 

V 2 teaspoon spice/ginger 
2 ozs. margarine 
1 tablespoon treacle 
'A pint milk 
1 egg (if liked). 

METHOD 

Mix dry ingreients, rub in 
margarine. Mix to soft 
texture, knead lightly. 
Roll to 'A" thickness, cut 
into rounds. Place on bak¬ 
ing sheet. Bake at heat of 
450 deg. F. elec., 10-15 
minutes, split and butter. 
Serve hot. 



Cousins Sonny Heneghan (R.I.P.) and Walter 
Heneghan (R.I.P.) at a reunion function in 
Chicago. 


POTATO CAKES 

V 2 lb. mashed potatoes 

2 ozs. flour 

1 oz. butter or marg. 

V 2 teaspoon baking 
powder 

V 2 teaspoon salt 

3 tablespoons milk 

METHOD 

Melt butter in milk, add to 
potatoes. Stir in flour, salt 
and baking powder. Mix 
and knead lightly. Roll to 
V 2 inch thickness, cut in¬ 
to triangles or rounds. 
Bake for 3 minutes on 
each side at heat 400 deg. 
F elec. Add a pinch of 
herbe if liked. 


BEEF HOT POT 

1 V 2 lbs. stewing beef 
2/3 onions 
3/4 carrots 
Diced turnips 
Pepper & salt (to taste) 

1 V 2 pints stock or water 

METHOD 

Heat pan, cook cubed 
beef with flour and brown 
on pan. Slice onions, car¬ 
rots and turnips, add to 
meat. Season with pepper 
and salt, add stock. Put in 
heavy gauge saucepan 
and simmer on top of 
range or in casserole dish 
in slow oven for 1 'h 
hours. Served with boiled 
potatoes. 
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We'd like to put 

You 

in the picture 


Picture this, a company that is committed to giv¬ 
ing you the best Insurance deal in the land right 
on your doorstep. That's FBD who have 
developed a nationwide network of offices so 
that you can be properly looked after locally. 

Like in Castlebar, where Seamus Flynn and the 
FBD teamm assure you of a first class, personal 
and friendly service. 


TWM 




SEAMUS FLYNN 
Picture this also, a company that provides 
you with competitive rates, speedy claims 
settlements plus the finest crop of In¬ 
surance cover options anywhere, Car, 
Home, Farm, Shop, Pub. Now you are get¬ 
ting the picture of your local FBD OFFICE. 

So call FBD when your next Insurance 
renewal comes around and put yourself ful¬ 
ly in the picture. 

Castlebar: Hill House, Mountain View. 
Telephone: 094-21955 

Offices Nationwide 


Pictured at a retirement function for Garda Sergeant Lenihan on August 13th, 1993, were (back row): Garda Noel 
Campbell, Garda Supt. Tansey, Chief Supt. Colton, Sergeant Lenihan, Garda Duignan, Garda Corrigan 
Front: Det. Garda Gallagher, John McGrath, Tess McGrath, Garda Rose Brett 
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TTliiiiimu 



HlffiMM 











An t-Athair 6 Morachain ag bronnadh deacantar criostail ar Eibhlin Bean Ui Mhaille ar ocaid a scortha 

mar mhuinteoir i Scoil Naisiiinta an Trianlair. 
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Angling Competition on Lough Mask, 1954 


In Westport town, of high renown, some anglers 
keen are known, 

At the world's contest, they stood the test, 
their names will here be shown, 

On broad Lough Mask, it was their task, the wily 
trout to lure, 

The car and cup, McManus took, his fame is 
now secure. 

Mr. Stack, he lost the knack, this time he did 
not shine. 

He saw some fish that he would wish to 
anchor on his line, 

This man to make a bad mistake, I cannot here 
recall, 

His luck was out, I have no douot that caused 
he sad downfall. 


If to this sport more would resort, 'twould help 
in many ways, 

Instead of wars, we would have joys and far 
more happy days. 

We'd fraternise, in no disguise, with folds we 
ne'er had seen 

From France and Spain, they'd come again, and 
far away Cheyenne. 

At the final scene, if you had been, you would 
enjoy the roar 

That the Mask produced, when wind induced, 
high waves along the shore, 

Then boatmen strong did heave upon to top 
the white crest wave 

While into the trough, you heard that sough, 
and saw those men were brave. 


It's not all luck that wins the cup, but talent high 
and rare, 

With Hardy's cane, but don't be vain, no effort 
you must spare 

To guard this treasure, that gives us pleasure, 
at an Tostal the coming year, 

With anglers trying, and with us vying, to 
win the trophy we hold dear. 


Now we challenge all, both great and small, from 
Dublin to Clew Bay 

To come next Spring, and try to bring, this 
world's prize away. 

We will hold tight, with all our might, while 
sport is all we ask 

With a pipe to smoke, and pass a joke, on the 
shores of lovely Mask. 

• WILLIAM O'MALLEY 



Maybe nol dial-a-date but money- 
talking . . Ann McGing-Heneghan 
formerly from Derreendafderg, 
Srah,, and Tawnagh, Tourma- 
keady, in a promotional mood at 
the Bank of Ireland Central Ser¬ 
vices depot in Dublin. 



./ 


GUESS WHO? £5 to the first win¬ 
ner out of the hat. One clue: this 
person now lives between Tour- 
makeady and Srah Post Office. 



Sr. Maura Naughton, daughter of John 
Naughton and \the late Nan N auehton. 
in her earlier religious years. 


Sister Maura is now in San Diego 
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Michael Keaveney 

Tarmacadam & Tarspraying 

Specialists 

KERBS SUPPLIED AND LAID 


I PLANT HIRE I 



MICHAEL KEAVENEY 


TURLOUGH, CASTLEBAR 
PHONE 094-22853 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING . - . 


M argaret, as she liked to 
be called when she put on 
an air of importance; 
MAGGIE, as she was locally call¬ 
ed, frequently visited us — and 
always unannounced. But since she 
was a near relation of my father’s, 
she felt it one of her duties to come 
and see if we were all up to standard. 
Her standards, of course! 

Now her brother, James, came 
and this was an easygoing affair, as 
one of us could have seven heads and 
he never noticed. Not so Margaret. 
She made sure we only h ad one 
head and that had to be well screw¬ 
ed on! We children knew by the way 
Margaret dressed which to expect. 
If she wore her best pink blouse and 
black sweeping skirt, we made 
ourselves scarce to avoid the in¬ 
evitable cross-examination. 
However, we would be called back 
to politely greet Margaret. We stood 
like a guard of honour for inspec¬ 
tion. Needless to say, if we looked 
prim and proper we looked like her 


side of the family, and sitting bolt 
upright she would enquire about our 
progress at school. She reminded us, 
of course, that all her brothers were 
very smart and well educated by the 
Monks, implying that we owed our 
intelligence as well as our looks to 
“her side of the family”. 

I remember on one visit she look¬ 
ed pointedly at my two brothers who 
hated school and boasted about her 
nephew, Leo, in America who was 
to become a Redemptorist. This was 
said in a tone of “measure up to that 
if you can, boys”. On another oc¬ 
casion, while we were having tea, 
she shot the question at my brother 
Tommy: “How many dozen in a 
gross?” she boomed. Tommy went 
pale and faintly answered ten dozen. 
Even at five years of age I realised 
this was the wrong answer because 
my father choked on his tea and my 
mother dropped the bread knife with 
a bang. Margaret cleared her throat 
and gave a lecture on the poor stan¬ 
dards of education nowadays. 


On her Christmas visit she came 
bearing a gift of homemade butter 
wrapped between two cabbage 
leaves. She always reminded us of 
their preserving qualities. We were 
not too impressed as we knew the 
butter would taste of smoke and 
looked much too yellow for our lik¬ 
ing. In return, my father loaded up 
the donkey cart with turf and sticks. 
Margaret would then sit in the back 
end of the cart while my father sat 
up front driving the donkey. My 
mother always said the scene 
reminded her of the “flight into 
Egypt”. 

As years went by Margaret’s visits 
became fewer, though we continued 
to visit her. Though she became frail 
in body, she never lost her air of 
self-importance up to the end. I 
would not be surprised to find 
Margaret directing St. Peter as to 
who should enter the Golden Gates, 
no doubt it will be important to 
belong in the family! 

• BRID TIMONEY 




p.: Band pictured in Bunaun Hall in 1945. From left: Tommy McAndrew, Pakie Gibbons (standing 

with accordeon), Billy Newell (drums), Lily Newell and Bill Horan. 
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Thomas O Malley, Gortnaderrig and Chicago (at 
back), Tommy Duffy (R.I.P.), Derryvenney and 
Chicago, and Walter Heneghan (R.I.P.), Carheen and 

at 


Jimmy Cassey (R.I.P.), Shanvalleyard, with his 
daughter Mary and grandson Michael James. 


Michael Heneghan, Shanvallyard, Tom Kerrigan, 
Camacon, Ina Middleton (R.I.P.), Cappaduff, and 
Kathleen Gibbons, Tawnagh. 


Fr. Pat Malone 






:€#?% MHf is % 


Paddy Lydon, Annie Lydon, Cappaduff, and their 
son, Paddy Lydon (all now deceased). 


Michael Donoghue (R.I.P.), Tawnagh (at back), 
Michael Staunton, Michael James Staunton and 
Marv Staunton, New York and Shanvalleyard. 
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THE PLUNKETT ERA 



The Plunketts came to Tour- 
makeady in 1831 when the first 
Baron Plunket. the bishop's father, 
built a shooting lodge on land pur¬ 
chased from a local landowner. In 
1833 members of the family ac¬ 
quired land from George Henry 
Moore at Gortfree and Tourmakeady 
Lodge was built. Thomas Plunket 
became Church of Ireland Bishop of 
the united dioceses of Tuam. Killala 
and Achonry in 1839. He got active¬ 
ly involved in the proselytising cam¬ 
paign — the Irish Church Mission 
Society. He was aided by his sister, 
Catherine. 

He purchased some of the 
neighbouring estates and by 1858 his 
property covered an area of over 
10.000 acres. The proselytising 
campaign was concentrated in the 
poorer regions of Ireland, mainly 
from Donegal to Kerry. 

The Achill Protestant colony was 
one of its earliest successes under its 
founder, Edward Nangle. The work 
was funded by parochial aid from 
England. Most of Church of Ireland 
bishops did not agree with the 
methods of the Irish Church Mission 
Society. They mostly lived in 
relative harmony with their Catholic 
neighbours and in many instances 
the Catholic chapels that were built, 
especially in Connacht during the 
1840's and 1850’s, received 
assistance from the Protestant 
clergy. 

Bishop Plunkett was one of the first 
bishops to actively support the cam¬ 
paign of the Mission Society. Shortly 
after becoming bishop he decided to 
come and live in Tourmakeady as he 
preferred the splendid scenery of 
Lough Mask and the surrounding 
mountains to that of Tuam. He 
established three new Protestant 
churches in the diocese, including 
one in Tourmakeady, built in 1852, 
and appointed the Reverend 
Hamilton Townsend as Church of 
Ireland Rector. He immediately 
opened two schools in the parish; his 
sister, Catherine, was patron of one 
of them — by now she had her own 
estate of nearly one thousand acres. 


"On the road for eviction 

By 1855 there were five Protestant 
schools in the parish and the only 
alternative school was one establish¬ 
ed by the Franciscan Brothers, who 
had to depend on the donations of the 
poor to keep the school open. The 
Brothers had been given 30 acres of 
land by George Henry Moore dur¬ 
ing the Famine. They drained and 
reclaimed the lands and established 
a school and monastery. 

Under no circumstances would the 
Parish Priest, Fr. Peter Conway, 
allow the Irish Church Mission 
Society schools to exist peacefully 
within their area. Fr. Ward accused 
Bishop Plunket of being a pro- 
selytiser and this resulted in 
newspapers taking up the case. 
Funds poured into Fr. Ward from 
Irish and English sympathisers. Fr. 
Ward was prepared to take the fight 
to Plunket and in a letter to the 
Dublin Telegraph in December, 
1854. he gave a list of the names of 
104 tenants evicted by Plunket upon 
his acquiring the estate. Those peo¬ 
ple included people of 90 years of 
age and new born babies. Moore 
gave land to most of those evicted 
on his own estate and even on his 
own demesne. During Moore's 
ownership of the Tourmakeady 
estate no tenant had ever been 
evicted, but when Plunket acquired 
it. Catholics were replaced by Pro¬ 
testants in a number of cases. 


Fr. Ward and Fr. Conway carried 
on the campaign against the schools, 
going so far as entering them and 
removing the Catholic children. 
When Fr. Ward was transferred to 
Williamstown he was replaced by 
Fr. Lavelle, a native of Murrisk, 
who made it clear from the outset 
that there would be no let up in the 
campaign against Bishop Plunket 
and his sister. Catherine. Fr. Lavelle 
could be quite ruthless in dealing 
with his parishioners, too. Within 
three weeks of his arrival in the 
parish he launched a campaign to 
counteract the influence of the 
Plunket schools. Preaching at Mass, 
he warned that parents who allowed 
their children to attend were expos¬ 
ing them to evil and danger. During 
the following weeks large numbers 
of children were withdrawn. Fr. 
Lavelle had the backing of his Ar¬ 
chbishop, Dr. McHale, who was 
concerned because the children were 
being taught religion by Scripture 
readers. 

There were some parents who 
continued to send their children to 
the schools for economic reasons as 
they were employed by the Plunkets 
and withdrawing the children would 
have meant dismissal and eviction. 
So parents were in a no-win situa¬ 
tion.. They also had to endure the 
force of Fr. Lavelle's anger. Time 
and again he gathered crowds of par- 
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THE PLUNKETT ERA 


ioners to prevent children going to 
the schools and he met with some 
success. The scripture readers and 
teachers were the most militant ad¬ 
vocates of the crusade. The readers 
went round to the children's homes 
and asked that the children be sent 
to the schools, and if refused the 
agent was informed and the end 
result, more often than not. was 
eviction. Agression and assaults 
were common. 

Court cases between Fr. Lavelle 
and Bishop Plunket were frequent at 
Ballinrobe petty sessions or the 
Assizes at Castlebar. Again violence 
and assaults were common. Fr. 
Lavelle went to some English cities, 
especially Liverpool. London, Man¬ 
chester and Stockport, and appeal¬ 
ed for aid. He was given widespread 
publicity in national and international 
newspapers, especially the London 
Times. Even a French bishop made 
the evictions the subject of a sermon 
in Paris! 

The Partry Defence Fund was 
established and money poured in 
from all parts of the country and 
from England, America and 
Australia. The money was used by 
Fr. Lavelle for the purchase of 
available land for the re-settling of 
evicted tenants. 

Plunket carried out his biggest 
evictions in November, 1860. Dur¬ 
ing the preceding days large 
numbers of police were drafted into 
the area. Troops came from the sur¬ 
rounding towns and a company of 
the 24th Infantry from the Curragh. 
The local police did not take part. 
The people were terrified and the 
scenes of the helplessness and defeat 
and sadness were indescribable. 
Such troop movement had never 
been seen in the area. The eviction 
process lasted for three days. 

On the first day a large eviction 
force under the command of Col. 
Knox, the Mayo High Sheriff, pro¬ 
ceeded from Cappaduff bridge to 
begin the grizzly task. The houses 
were razed to the ground by the 
crowbar brigade and then handed 
over to Plunkefs men. Fr. Lavelle 
and the tenants looked on helplessly 


and made no resistance — they just 
accepted the finality of it all. Tenants 
on adjoining estates were warned not 
to interfere in any way such as pro¬ 
viding shelter or solace to the 
evicted, so the unfortunates, some as 
old as ninety years and young 
babies, had to fend for themselves 
on the mountainside on a cold, wet 
November's night. Fr. Lavelle 
wanted to take them to his home but 
they were afraid He eventually got 
them re-settled and had houses built 
for them on land he had purchased 
from the Court of Chancery, former¬ 
ly owned by Mr. Gildea. Others 


were settled by the Franciscan 
Brothers on their property. 

The conflict between Fr. Lavelle 
and Bishop Plunkett became known 
as "The War in Partry". Plunket 
had replaced some tenants with con¬ 
verts from other parts of Mayo and 
Catherine had repeatedly carried out 
evictions, too. There were other 
reasons for evictions also apart from 
the school affair, such as sub-letting 
of land, non-payment of rents, bur¬ 
ning land — a form of reclamation 
— the removal of stone from 
Plunket's property, as well as being 
associated with Fr. Lavelle's 
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campaign. But the eviction of the 13 
families in November. 1860, and 
others in 1861 and '62 backfired for 
Plunket as he received widespread 
condemnation in the newspapers. By 
1863 he was evidently tired of the 
prolonged campaign of unrest in the 
region and sold his estate to an 
English industrialist, Mr. Mitchell, 
and moved to Tuam. His sister soon 
followed. Relative peace and tran¬ 
quility returned to Tourmakeady. 

• Eibhlin Bn Ui Eanachain, 
Doirin Daimh Dheirg. 



'tain Street, Btillmrobe 



Christy Gaynard, Roundfort, and Brian Gib- Blessed art thou amongst women! Paddy Miller on his wed- 
bons, Tourmakeady, Mayo Div. 3 singles bad- ding day surrounded by his mother Nora and sisters, Ann, 


minton champions 1993. 


Bridie, Judy and Maureen. 


Paddy and Eileen 
Casey . . . 
Castlecarra and 
Shanvallyard 
united in the 
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SNEACHTA 

Ta an sneachta bog ban ag titim on speir, 
Ta Sleibhle Phartraigh faot chota ban. 

Nil na paisti ag leamh. ml na paisti ag 
scriobh, 

Ta siaa so phairc ag sugradh sa ngoath. 

Ta chuach is an fhainleog ag deanamh bolg 
le grein 

Sna tiortha teo, 

An spideog is an dreolin go hocrach so tor. 

ANTOINE 6 LOIDEAIN 

S.N. An Traianian 
(Rang a b) 


THE BIG STORM 

Gush , gush, gush goes the water down the eaverun. 
I in sitting in my bedroom looking at the four corners 
of the wall, 

Wondering if this terrible storm 
Will ever stop at all. 

The waves on Lough Mask are beating like a drum 
As they come closer, closer, closer, 

Bashing, crashing, until finally boom!! 

They ve landed on the shore. 

Finally the story had ended, all is quiet again, 

Until my little sister comes in — and all the bashing 
starts again! 

EMER GALLAGHER & NLALA O'SHEA 




Brid (Miller) Mulhern, Brian Mulhern and Pat 
Miller taken in Chicago in 1955. 


Enjoying a pint in O’Toole’s of Tourmakeady are 
Pet Heneghan (R.I.P.), Gortnacullin, J. Conway, 
Shanvalleyard, 


lessie Meeneghan (R.I.P.) and Mary Uever (Kel- 
y) at back; Mary Dever’s son, husband and sister- 
in-law, Catherine (R.EP.) in front. 


In the “Windy City” Maureen Derrig and Hugh 
Naughton — still the perfect couple in 1993. 











Michael 


Mrs. Delia Heneghan (R.I.P.), Shanvalleyard. 


Tourmakeadv folk in holiday 


Lally, Glensaul, Annie and Martin Browne and 
Nellie Sherry (nee Maree). Mrs. Sherry is mother- 
in-law of Gloria of “One Day At A Time” fame. 



If_ II 


Peggy and Kathleen Kavanagh, Derry park and 
New York. 



Haymaking in Gortfree . . . Anthony Morrin and 
his mother, Mrs. Ann Morrin (R.I.P.). Anthony 
now resides in England. 



Identical neighbours! Pat Earnor and Jack Lydon 
both of Cappaduff, viewing the fish on Lough Mask 


BE PATIENT! Santa Claus 


visits a popular Tour¬ 
makeadv patient — Michael Gibbons — at the 
General Hospital , Castlebar . Christmas 1992. 
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Seasonal Greetings to all our customers . . . from 

FRANK AND EILISH DERMODY 






TOURMAKEADY- TEL 092-44178 

SUNDAY, DEC. 19th - PADRAIC CARNEY 
SUNDAY, DEC. 26th — WESTERN SEEKERS 
NEW YEAR’S EVE, DEC. 31st - HARVEST TRIO 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 1st, ’94 - SOUND AFFAIR 
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presentation for second place winner of the Mayo G.A.A. Supporters Sweep went to Linda O'Malley, Srah. 
Tourmakeadv. She won a trip for two to Spain. Pictured from left: Martin Murphy, secretary. Mayo Sup¬ 
porters, Linda O’Malley , Paddy Muldoon, chairman. Mayo Supporters, Jack Bootham, President-elect, 
r a \ Pi c - Tommy Eibrand 
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THEAPPLE TREE OF LIFE 

When the shadows of the evening are falling 
And the rooks fly home to their nest, 

/ heard the sudden thud in an apple tree 
Right beyond me over the hedge. 

A golden apple had fallen. 

In its last farewell and goodbye. 

And the tree shook again in its beauty 
Of leaves brown, yellow and dry. 



As I stood in a moment of sadness. 

/ thought of the tree which is life. 
Through this weary world we wander 
Of tears, desolation and strife. 


For most of us, the journey's not easx, 

It brings heartbreaks, sadness and tears, 

But God helps those who suffer 
And the journey to him is more real. 

Never take the road broad and easy 
Which carelessly takes us through life. 

But take the one narrow and crooked 
And the reward will be a high price. 

When it comes to the day of reckoning, 

The judge will be strict and severe. 

There wilt be no shortcuts to the hereafter 
But the long road will bring us more near. 

• THOMAS DONOGHUE 



Tom Lally, Carheen, and Pat Heneghan, Chicago, 
pictured on Pat's wedding day in Chicago. Pat hails 
from Gortnaculiin, Srah. 





i Paddy Miller, Carheen, and Anne Lally, Gort- 
I nacullin, in earlier days of their happy life together. 
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Julie Kerrigan is chosen Irish mother of 1993 

The following article was written by Jerry Pockar, Diocesan Feature Editor , and publish¬ 
ed in the Universe Bulletin. 


Julia Burke has eight children 
and is the 1993 Greater 
Cleveland Irish Mother of the 
Year. 

At 76 years, Mrs. Burke is as 
pert and playful as she must 
have been when whe was a red¬ 
headed farm lass who carried 
the name of Julia Kerrigan 
through the village of Tour- 
makeady in the luminous coun¬ 
tryside of County Mayo. 

At her daughter's home in 
Mentor, Mrs. Burke's eyes danc¬ 
ed provocatively and her hand 
covered the microphone of the 
tape recorder. 

No matter that the revelation 
she was halfheartedly trying to 
consor was how, on the way to 
morning Mass recently, she was 
hit by a truck and broke her hip. 

"He's so serious," she light- 
heartedly complained to her 
youngest daughter, Judy Bartel, 
who had appeared to announce 
that the soda bread and the tea 
with milk were ready. 

What does it take to be a good 
Irish mother? 

"A lot of good humour, a 
sense of humour," replied Julia 
Kerrigan Burke, who clearly 
believes that fun is an inalienable 
right of the Irish. 

She undoubtedly maintained 
that belief as she and her hus¬ 
band, Jos, were dangerously 
close to the bombs in London 
during World War II. 

She met Joe Burke in London 
after she joined her seven sibl¬ 
ings in emigrating from the 
60-acre Kerrigan farm in Tour- 
makeady. There were eight 
young Kerrigans, as later there 
were eight Burke offspring. The 
farm was only big enough to 
support the eldest son so the 
others fled improverished Ireland 
for England, the historic 
oppressor. 


When Julia Burke was with 
her first chlid, she was 
evacuated, like other pregnant 
women in London, to Norfolk, 
England. 

She found work on a farm 
there and Michael, Sean and Joe 
Jnr. all came along before the 
young family of five decided to 
better their condition by joining 
relatives in Cleveland in 1949. 



There was construction work 
for Joe and the family settled in 
East Cleveland for seven years 
before moving to neighbouring 
Cleveland Heights, where they 
stayed for the next 35 St. 
Patrick's Days. 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 

Jim and Tom arrived on the 
heels of Michael, Sean and Joe 
Jnr., giving the Burkes five small 
boys. Finally, they were blessed 
with the other gender, and her 
name now is Sister Maureen 
Burke, SND, principal of Regina 
High School in South Euclid. 
Judy followed and another lad, 
Kevin, concluded the parade of 
young Burkes in 1959. 

Michael is a fireman in 
Clevaland. Joe is a social worker 
who serves disturbed children in 


San Francisco. Sean is now 
Father Sean Burke, MM, a 
Maryknoll priest who speaks 
fluent Chinese and has laboured 
in Hong Kong for the past 1 7 
years. 

Jim and Tom are in the 
grocery business in Cleveland 
and young Kevin is a lawyer in 
Chicago. 

"She likes," said Judy Bartel 
of the Mother of the Year, "to 
give advice. She's a 
powerhouse ." 

"I tell them I speak softly, but 
I carry a big stick," replied Mrs. 
Burke with a laugh that conjured 
the crystal brooks and green 
fields of Ireland. 

Sister Maureen said: "My 
mother has remarkable religious 
belief, as well as the ability to 
pass that on to her family and 
friends. Her faith is not pietestic; 
it's a lived faith. 

"She had a deep sense of her 
heritage and how important that 
is in connecting where we were 
in the past to who we are in the 
present. I think that really is 
what the Church is all about. 
Everything is connected." 

YOUNG AT HEART 

She added: "She is very 
young at heart. I also think how- 
important education was to her. 
It was always 'Go to school, go 
to school, go to school'. 

Joe Burke was injured in a 
construction accident about 20 
years before he died in 1991. 

"He was a saint. He was in 
pain for 20 years. He never rais¬ 
ed his voice to anyone," Mrs. 
Burke said. 

Judy Bartel said one of the 
reasons why she and her hus¬ 
band, Ed, bought their new 
home is that it is close to St. 
John Vianney Church in Men- 
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tor. Since she broke her hip, 
Mrs. Burke lives with the Bartels 
and she is able to walk to morn¬ 
ing Mass. 

The Mother of the Year said: 
"If you don't have faith, you 
don't have anything. We'd be 
lost, the faith is very important." 

She said her son-in-law, Ed, 
reputedly has one Irish grand¬ 
mother, but she stopped hearing 
about the grandmother after Ed 
and Judy were married. 

However, Mrs. Burke affirm¬ 
ed: "We tell the kids they are 
100 per cent Irish. They say 
'How could that be?' We say 
'Don't worry about it, you are'." 


Mrs. Burke said life has been 
good in the Cleveland area, but 
she still misses the old country 
— the people, the lakes and 
mountains, the unlocked doors, 
the way everyone said the 
rosary at night and got dressed 
in their best for Sunday Mass. 

And the food. The food? 

She couldn't believe anyone 
would disparage Irish cuisine. 
When told there were many 
jokes on the subject, she said: 
'They must have been afraid to 
tell them to me'. 

She said: "We had lots of 
healthy food — potatoes, cab¬ 
bage, bacon and eggs — don't 


you know", and both she and 
Judy Bartel pointed out with 
some indignation that many Irish 
immigrant women worked as 
cooks for the rich in America. 

Mrs. Burke only joined the 
Hiberniana recently, but she has 
been a regular at the east and 
west side Irish clubs and at most 
of the Irish-American festivities 
since she arrived here 44 years 
ago. 

Mrs. Burke noted that she is 
the third resident of the tiny 
village of Tourmakeady to be 
named Irish-American Mother of 
the Year in Cleveland. 




Michael Heneghan, Shanvallyard, and his sister, 
Catherine McGing, Chicago. 


Christmas in Ballybannon — Pat Heneghan, 
dargaret Naughton and Tommie (all gone to their 
eternal reward) with Pat Naughton at back. 




A- 


May, 1963 ... at back, Mary O’Brien, Shanvallyard, 
Mary Lally, Carheen, Pat Heneghan, Gortnader- 
rig. Front: Mary Heneghan, Gortnaderrig, Eileen 
Heneghan, Gortnaderrig, and Jackie O’Brien, 
Shanvallyard. 


I he late John and Catherine Dever of Carheen. 
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Christmas greetings and best wishes from — 

MICHAEL SHOEVLIN 

TOURMAKEADY TV 
SERVICE STATION 

For all your T.V., Video , 
and Hi-Fi problems 

Contact Michael at 092-44188 

SATELLITE SYSTEMS NOW AVAILABLE • ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


I 

_-#f 

Brothers James Lydon (R.I.P.) and John Lydon (R.I.P.), Cappaduft. 
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T. J. O’TOOLE’S 
LOUNGE BAR 

Pub Grub — Snacks — Sandwiches 
Petrol and Diesel Pumps 

Grocery — Fresh Meat and Fish — General 

Hardware 


Veterinary Medicines — Firearms Dealer 

SERVING THIS COMMUNITY SINCE 1896 
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M.P. PUMPS 


M.P. PUMPS LTD., TOURMAKEADY, COUNTY MAYO, REPUBLIC OF IRELAND 
(Caideil M.P. Teoranta) 


Assemblers of Perfume Atomizers and Lotion Pumps 


i 


* 


/ 
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Wishing all readers a happy Christmas 

Telephone: (092) 44074. Telex: 44204 CMPT El 
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The George Moore Estate in Tourmakeady 
— one hundred and forty years ago 


The following few pages is a description of 
George Moore's estate in Tourmakeady in 1853. 
It gives a valuable insight intoi the living condi¬ 
tions of the people. George Moore lived in 
Moorehall and he was an M.P. for Mayo. Surpris¬ 
ingly, for a landlord he was a Catholic and his 
family were noted as being good landlords. They 
helped their tenants out during the Famine. 

They were into horse breeding and during the 
Famine a famous horse of theirs — 'Corona' — 
won a magnificent victory in a major horse race 
in England, earning George Moore a substantial 
amount of money which he used to feed his star¬ 
ving tenants. Times were very hard and the 


tenants were not able to pay their rents which 
resulted in George Moore going bankrupt, as did 
many landlords of the time. 

There is a map of each townland, the tenants 
on it and the amount of land each had with the 
rent charged. It is very interesting to look at the 
villages of Gortfree and Gorteenmore before the 
mass evictions of 1861 by the new landlords, 
the Plunkets. Due to lack of space we are not 
able to include all the maps. I would like to thank 
Tomas O'Toole for providing the material for this 
article. 

• TOMAS HENEGHAN 


PORTION OF THE ESTATE OF 







Christmas. 1993 Waterfall — Thuar Mhic Eadaigh 

Being the Landt> of GOBTFJIEE, situate in the Barony ol Carra, and County ol Mayo, liciu in ice-smipic. 


t ,/ 

. ’ j* 


i Anthony Sheridan and Lukt 27 3 33 

Thornton A Co., 

Thomas Sheridan and John ! 32 110 

Coyne 6c Co., 

Fat rick Kelly and Edmond j 6 2 20 

, I>ohm. 

Walter Staunton. 

Micliac) Collins aud Thomas f* * "* 

Hill.j J 

Inhn Bovlc and Widow 22 3 0 
Walsh. 

JLf thony Moran and Wife, 13 3 10 


. :hacl Walsh A Co., 


13 3 10 
C 0 20 
C 2 3.i 


! .e Bight Hon and Bight C 2 35 1 ]G 10 

Rev. Thomas, Lord 

Bishop of Tuam, ■ 

TLe Right Hon and Right 58 1 5 j -15 18 G 

Rev. Thomas, Lord 

Bishop of Tuam; the 
Hon David Plunkett; 
the Hon. and Rev Wm 
C. Plunkett; the Hon. 

Patrick Plunkett; and. f 

the Hon and Rev 
Robert Plunkett, 

Lntenantcd, 83 1 30 i 4 14 3 

284 1 23 | 62 11 8 [ 


P*T.U. bj Tcnaou. Grlc L>a\fc. Tenure. 

o». Annual Talw 
• bra aotenamod 

£ s " 

4 10 10 1st May and 1st Nor. Tenants from year to year. Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 

in each year. 

5 11 4 1st May and 1st Nor, Tenant# from year to year Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 

in each year. 

5 3 4 1st May and 1st Nov Tenants from year to year. Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 

in each year. 

5 11 8 1st May and 1st Not . Tenant from year to year. Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 

in each tear. 

5 3 h Is: May and 1st Nov. Tenant* from ycaf to vear Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 

in eael year. 

5 12 4 1st May and 1st Nov. Tenants from year to year Tenancy determinable on the 1*1 NV ember 

in each year 

4 4 0 1st May and 1st Not. Tenants from year to year. Tenancy determinable on the 1st Novembe r 

in each year. 

4 4 11 1st May und 1st Nov. Tenants from year to rear. Tenancy determinable on the 1 at November 

in each year. 

1 1G 10 1st May and 1st Nov. Tenant from year to yc..r. Tenancy determinable ou the 1st November 

in each year. 

| -15 18 G 1st May and 1st Nov. 1 Lease dated 1st May, 1833, for the lives of ^r Rol>ert Lynch Blosse, Bart., 

j - now aged about twenty-seven years, William Lynch Blosse; now aged 
ubout twenty-six years and Francis Lynch Blosse, now aged about 
twenty-two years, Esqs., all still in being, or thirty-one years, which¬ 
ever should last longest. A certified copy of this lease will be handed 
to the purchaser. 


Deduct Tithe Rcntcbarge, 


Net Rental. 60 1 2 


CARHEEN 

TREANLAUR 



Statute Measure, 

T«r!r Root .nd 



Tenants' Name*. 


paviUr bv Taunts . 

Gale D»v*. 



per Sorrej 

or AnnusJ \ slo. 



--- 






a r. r 

Brought forward, 1G7 2 C 

The Most Rev. John Mac ") 

Halt. Roman Catholic | 

Archbishop; the Rev. 

Peter Ward the Rev * 

James Mac llale, Arch (07 1 3(i 1 

deacon ; and the Rcr. “ 0 - 

Peter Conway, Trustees 
I for tin Monks of St 
Marv's Mbnastcrv. 


£ s V 
54 17 11 


Michael IsaugbUMi, . 

30 3 10 

4 5 7 

Philip Staunton and Widow 

1 19 0 30 

4 18 7 

Gibbons. 



Hugh Naugbtcn and Thos. 

12 1 10 

4 11 1 

Staunton, 



Luke Moran and Widow 

' 19 1 20 

0 4 11 

Glynn. 

John Devirs and John Joyce, 

| 23 1 30 

5 C 0 

The Rev Peter Ward, 

12 3 30 

{ 7 0 *» 

Patrick Walsh and Michael ■ 

10 1 10 

| 4 10 11 

Boyle. 



The Rev. Peter Ward. Micbl J 

17 2 0 

> 4 9 

Boyle, and Co., 



Mark Glynn, 

14 2 20 

4 17 6 

rntennnted. 

40 3 0 

7 110 

The Monks of St. Marys 

10 1 10 

2 2 0 

Monastery, 



John Boyle, 

2 3 C | 

1 1 0 

Commonage. 

141 3 0 

0 7 3 


573 3 21 , 

1 

115 18 S 


| 1st May and 1st Nov 

1st May and 1st Nov 

1st May and 1st Nov 

1st Mai and lit Nov. 
* 

| 1st May and 1st Nor. 

! 25th Mar nud 29ih Sep 

1st Mar and 1st Nov 


1st May and 1st Nov. 
1st May and 1st Nov. 
1st Mar and 1st Nor. 


The purchaser of this lot will he bound to execute a lease, and counterpart 
thereof, ut the yearly rent of £3, to the tenants of this holding, for 
the lives of his Royal Highness. Albert Edward. Priuct of Wales, 
George Henrv Moore, the owner, and Thomas Aoshorough. fourth son 
of James Ansborough. of Holly mount, and residue of u term of lliirty- 
onc years, to lie computed fr<»m the 2Ctb day of January. 1848 ; such 
lease and counterpart to he prepared and executed at the costs and 
expenses of the tenants. 

Tenant from year to year Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 
in each year. 

Tenants from year to year. Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 
in each year 

Tenant- from year to year. Tenancy determinable on the l*t November 
in each year. 

Tenants from year to year. Tenancy dctennin&ble on the 1st November 
in each year. 

Tenant? under the Court of Chancery Tenancy terminate? on sale. These 
tenants will be entitled to their emblements, if any, and u. such right 
of entry as is incident thereto. 

The purchaser of this lot w ill be bound to execute a lease, and counterpart | 
thereof, at the yearly rent of £7, to the tenant of this holding, for the 
life of George Henry Moore, the owner, and residue of a term of thirty- 
one years, to be computed from the 1st day of January. 1843; such 
lease and counterpart to he prepared and executed at the costs and 
expenses of the tenant. 

Tenants from year to year Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 
I in each year. 

Tenants from year to year Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 
in each year. 

Tenant from year to year Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 
in each vear. 


1st May and 1st Nov. J Tenants from year to year Tenancy determinable on the 1st November | 
in each year. 

1st May and 1st Nov. Tenant from year to year Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 
in each vear. 


Deduct Titbt Rcntcharge. 


Net Rental, 110 9 4 
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Being the Lands of GORTEENMORE, situate in the Barony of Cary and Coundy' of Mayo' held _in Fee-simple. 


Denomination*. 

Tenants' Names. 

Siatote Mcasorc ' 

per SorTpt 

Tesrl* Rsit tni 
r>»tOiarp< wl.ee 
r»v«ti|» b' Tniinu 
nr Annual V ,lu» 

«l«s aetafuauil 

Gale Diva. 

GORTEENMORE, 

Austin Higgins, 

A 

31 

r. 

3 

r 1 
0 1 

£ s 
6 3 

V | 
0 

25th Mar L 29th Sept ' 

" 

Thomas Thornton, 

22 

2 

20 • 

6 0 

0 ! 

23th Mar &• 29th Sept. 


Tat rich Boyle. and Co. 

1 14 

2 

20 

8 5 

9 

1st May and Is: Nov. 


j Jolm Walsh L Widow Wulsbj 

26 

3 

0 

7 18 

0 

1st May and Is; Nov. 

„ 

Martin Lolly. . . • 

15 

g 

0 

7 C 

c 

j Li May and 1st Nov. 


The Kt Hon. and fit Rev 
Thomas, Lord Bishop of 
Tuam, 

29 

0 

19 

C 1 

8 

1 Is; M .y and 1st Nov. 

„ 


140 

2 

19 

41 14 

11 



Deduct Rentehargc, 


i iy 

S 



Nett Rent, 



39 15 

s 



Tenant under the Court of Chancery Tenancy terminates on sale. This 
tenant will he entitled to his emblements, if any, and to such right of 
entry as is incident thereto. 

Tenant under the Court of Chancery. Tenancy terminates on sale. This 
tenant w ill he entitled to hi* emblements, if any. and to such right ol 
entry ms is incident thereto. 

T< nant> from year to year. Tenancy determinable ol ' l- 5t Not ember 
in each year. 

Tenants from year to year. Tenancy determinable on the- 1st November 
in each year. 

Tenant from year to year. Tenancy determinable «>n the 1st November 
in each year. 

Tenant from rear to vear. Tenancy determinable on the 1st Novcml*cr 
in each year. 






-••J.r 

* 


' c 




A 

R 

r £ 

s 

D 

' __ tr~J 


GLENAGASHLEENT, 

rntennnted, . 

27 

1 

39 2 

19 

5 




Untenar.tcd, . . t 

635 

3 

2 13 

0 

7 




Austin Grady, . 

36 

0 

20 | 7 

0 

0 

lst Mav and 
* 

1st Nov. j 

„ 

Michael Dolan,. 

27 

0 

20 | 7 

0 

0 

1st May and 

1st Nov. 

ii 

Fetor Duffy and Company, . 

22 

3 

20 7 

0 

0 

1st May and 

1st Nov. 


Commonage to Nos. 3, 4, & 5. 

220 

0 

0 o 

11 

4 



BALLYBANAUN 

Untcnunicd. 

190 

1 

14 1 0 

9 

9 



MOUNTAIN. 










I'ntcnnnted, 

74 

2 

(• > 5 

15 

0 



»» 

Un tenanted, 

207 

1 

0 | ] 

12 

0 





1441 

1 

35 • 45 

8 

1 













Tenant from year to year. Tenancy determinable on 

in each year. ^ 

Tenant from year to year. Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 
in each year. 

Tenants from year to year. Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 
in each year. 


Deduct Jicntcharpc. 


1 H (> 
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DeDomiDKiouL 


KILTARSAGHAUX. 
PERRTNASCOBT. 
DERRINDAFFER1G. 
COMMONS of Same, 


Tentnti' Names 


Smote Measure 


per Survey. 


a k r 


1 u>lr lletii «n0 
Ksouiiai^r vb«n 

ravaUc It inaM Gale I'ays. 



£ s p 


1 

840 0 

8 ' 

Malachv Tuohv, Sen.. 

J 590 2 

33 | 


J 13(iG 1 

o 

J | 

U 187 3 

5 


I29S4 3 

11 

Deduct Rentcharge. 

. £12 17 

R 

„ Quit Rent. 

2 1 

10 } 


Nett F»cnt. 



•109 16 


2 I 1st May ami 1st Nov. 






(i Lease hearing date the Gth day of April, 1793, from Charles Blake, of 
Moyne, in the County of Mnyo, Esq., to John Tuohy, of Drimenroe. in ' 
said county, farmer, since deceased, for four lives, two of whom, 
John Tuohy and Peter Tuohy, are dead ; the other two. Patrick Tuohy. 
nged about seventy years, and Malachv Tuohy. senior, aged about 
< sixtv-fivc years, the brothers of the said johD Tuohy, are alive L sual 

covenants between landlord and tenant for the recovery of rent by 
distress and ejectment. The landlords part of this lease w ill be 
handed over to the purchaser. The tenant pays the rentcharge on 
this lot, same being included in the yearly rent of £109 16s. 2d., 'ct 
forth ill the annual rent and rentcharge column. 




LOT No. 6. 


Comprising the Lands of CARHEEN and TREANLAUR situate in the Barony of Carra, and County of Mayo, held in Fee-simple. 


mt. 

Tcnaou' Names. 

Statoie Measure 

per Sorter. 

T early but and 
Ktrlcharg* 
parable by TfMnt. 

wbes unUfiaKtad. 

Gale Para. 


Tcoore. 



A 

R 

p 

£ 

s 

D 





C-* Rb’l s«N, 

Patrick Joyce, . 

10 

1 

10 

3 

7 

0 

25th Mar. & 29th 

Sept 

Tenant under the Court of Chancery. Tenancy terminates on sale. This 
tenant will be entitled to his emblements, if any, and to such right of 
entrv as is incident thereto. 


The Rev. Peter Ward, 

10 

3 

10 

2 

12 

6 

1st May and 

1 st 

Nov. 

Tenant under the Court of Chancery Tenancy terminates on sale. This 
tenant will be entitled to his emblements, if any, and to such right of 
entry as is incident thereto. 


Michael B Shrahan, in trust 
for the Monks of St. 
Mary's Monastery, 

35 

2 

30 

10 

0 

0 

1st May and 

1 st 

Nov. 

Tenant under the Court of Chancery. Tenancy terminates on sale. This 
tenant will be entitled to his emblements, if any, and to such right of 
entrv as is incident thereto. 


Monks of Sl Mary’s Monas¬ 
tery, 

3 

o 

20 

1 

1 

0 

1st May and 

1 st 

Nov. 

Tenant from year to year. Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 
in each vear. 

" 

Monks of St. Mary’s Monas¬ 
tery, 

8 

3 

10 

2 

2 

5 

1st May and 

1 st 

Nov. 

Tenant from year to year. Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 
in each year. 


Barth. Mineban and Widow 
Burke, 

10 

0 

30 

4 

4 

0 

1 st May and 

1 st 

Nov. 

Tenant from year to year. Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 
in each year. 

’’ 

James Minehan and T\ idow 
Burke. 

24 

0 

20 

6 

0 

10 

-Tat Mav and 

1 st 

Nov. 

Tenant from year to year. Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 
in each year. 


James Miller, . 

9 

1 

0 

5 

10 

0 

l?t May and 

1 st 

Nov. 

Tenant from year to year. Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 
in each year. 

” 

Thomas Carroll and John 
Henachan, 

18 

0 

0 

5 

0 

2 

]st May and 

1 st 

Nov. 

Tenant from year to year. Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 
in each vear. 

* 

Tobias Gibbons, 

14 

1 

0 

4 

7 

3 

1st May and 

1 st 

Nov. 

Tenant from year to year. Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 
in each year. 

■ ” 

Austin Gibbons, 

15 

3 

8 

4 

19 

3 

1st May and 

1 st 

Nov. 

Tenant from year to year. Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 
in each year. <*• 

” 

James Costelloe, 

6 

o 

28 

5 

13 

C 

1 st May and 

1 st 

Nov. 

Tenant from year to year. Tenancy determinable on the 1st November 
in each year. 


HELP FOR THE COOK 


• Place a sugar cube in tin with your biscuits. 
It keeps them fresh and crisp. 

• Roll cherries in ground almonds before ad¬ 
ding to fruit cakes and they will not sink to the 
bottom. 

• Add a little lemon juice to pastry when mix¬ 
ing with water; this makes lovely light pastry. 

• Freshen up stale buns by dipping them in 
milk, then heat in a slow oven to revive them. 
Serve hot with butter. 

• To make your whipped cream go further, 
fold in a stiffly whisked egg white before serving. 

• to give home-made bread a nice crusty 


finish, brush over with a little salty water when 
top is firm. 

• Place a peeled apple inside goose or duck 
before you roast it to absorb excess fat. Discard 
after use. 

• Before squeezing oranges or lemons, stand 
them in boiling water for a minute. That way you 
get more juice from them. 

• Test eggs for freshness before using by 
placing them in cold water. Fresh eggs sink, stale 
eggs float. 

• Add a little vinegar to fish batter, it makes 
it lovely and crisp. 
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Seasonal greetings to all our customers 

Casey Construction Ltd. 

Portroyal, Partry — Tei. 092-43062 


★ NEW HOUSES 

★ EXTENSIONS 

★ ROOFING 

★ RENOVATIONS 

★ PLASTERING, etc. 


ATIONS 
5RING, etc. 

★ All types of built-in units 


No job too big or too small 


SEASON'S GREETINGS FROM - 


JENNINGS 


MARTIN 


LTD 


HIGH-CLASS VICTUALLER 

Main Street, Ballinrobe. Tel : 092 4i6n 

(Established 1890) 

Suppliers of Prime Beef, Lamb, Pork, Bacon, Poultry, Fresh Fish, Fruit & Veg. 

Have you tried our Award-winning Home-made Pork 
Sausages, Black Pudding and Beef Burgers 

KEENEST PRICES FOR DEEP FREEZE BEEF, LAMB, PORK 

Also customers ’ own stock killed and prepared for Deep Freeze 
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KNOCK FOLK MUSEUM 


1993 heralded the celebration of Mayo 5000 — a 
year-long festival celebrating 5000 years of rural set¬ 
tlement in Mayo. It afforded a unique opportunity to 
the people of Mayo to gain a deeper understanding of 
their past and the course of change and development 
which has taken place in the county over the past 5000 
years. This also helped to create a positive climate in 
which employment and investment could be fostered 
in the county. 

Knock Folk Museum is well placed to take part in 
this celebration for it serves as a forum for the display 
of the heritage of Mayo during the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. It portrays a detailed and accurate picture 
of all facets of life in Mayo during this era. The 
museum was officially opened in May of 1987 and 
since then is has acquired and put on display a vast 
collection of original objects. 

Among the most spectacular is the authentic recrea¬ 
tion of a typical thatched cottage with its open hearth 
fire, dresser, hag-bed and wash-tub. The museum also 
features a lifesize school classroom to remind us of 
bygone days in the classroom. Harvesting, haymak¬ 
ing, threshing and turf saving equipment are well 
represented. Among the trades featured are the cob¬ 
bler, blacksmith and cooper, trades long since vanish¬ 
ed. The museum also depicts living conditions in¬ 
cluding the fashions and transport of that era. 


The background to the Apparition at Knock in 1879 
is well documented. This section includes details of 
cures, testimony of witnesses and contemporary ac¬ 
counts of the Apparition. The life and times of the late 
Monsignor James Horan, a man whose name is 
synonymous with Knock, is given a special place in 
the museum. 

The people of Tourmakeady and their families and 
friends at home and abroad are always welcome at 
Knock Museum, they can be assured of a very wor¬ 
thwhile browse through a wide collection of arts, crafts 
and memorabilia of past generations of Mayo people 
when they turn back the pages of history to yesteryear. 
It will be a nostalgic journey for those of the older 
generation and will awaken in younger people the ar¬ 
dour of a life in Co. Mayo which is now almost gone. 
Mar adeir Rafturai. 

“Bhf cruithneacht is coirce, fas eorna 'gus lin ann, 
seagal i gcraoibh ann, 'ren pluir agus feoil.'' 

Opening hours: 

May. June, Sept., Oct. 10 a.m.-6.00 p.m. daily 

July, August 10 a.m.-7.00 p.m. daily 

Off-season By prior arrangement 

Telephone: 094-88100 

• GRACE MULQUEEN 
Museum Curator. 



Cramp cured after the Mayo county badminton final! Tourmakeady captain Tom Heneghan celebrating 

his side’s victory over Roundfort. 










Brothers Willie and Tom Gibbons ready for family 
wedding bells in England. 



Remember the swingin’ 60’s! Mary Moran and 
Owen Cronin on a Gaeltarra trip in the ‘wee North’. 


TOURMAKEADY TOURISM 

1993 saw the launch of the first Tourmakeady 
tourism brochure. The brochure was distributed 
worldwide and, hopefully, in the future many peo¬ 
ple will uisit the area. The committee would like to 
take this opportunity of thanking all its sponsors. 
Wishing you all a very happy Christmas and pro¬ 
sperous New Year. 
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Best wishes to “ Waterfall" and to all the 7 ourmakeady people 
at home and away . . . from 


EDDIE 4~% 

CARUEV 

Next time you’re shopping for clothes, why not call in to us 
and avail of our good value and personal service. 


Tourmakeady swimming teachers with the plaque received from Castlebar Urban Council after coming 

third in the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 
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Tourmakeady Swimming Club news 


Tourmakeady Swimming Club is 
starting into its ninth year. It is a club 
which started small but has grown 
and achieved a lot in its short number 
of years in existence. It is a volun¬ 
tary organisation and there is no 
financial gain for anyone involved — 
only the children and teenagers in the 
club reap the benefit, and that is very 
worthwhile — along with their 
teachers who see what they have ac¬ 
complished with them over the 
years. 

There are approximately 130 
members in the club from the Tour¬ 
makeady and Partry areas. Twelve 
new members were enrolled this 
year and we still have a waiting list 
of 18 months-2 years. It is great to 
see such interest with the young so 
anxious to learn how to swim. They 
have a great opportunity now that 
was lost to the rest of us when we 
were young because we did not have 
the facilities. That is why we should 
really appreciate this club for what 
it has to offer to us all. 

Our thanks to Jim O’Neill for all 
his voluntary work and dedication to 
the club over the years. Also to 
Michael Cox, Peggy Power and 
Mary Conroy who have given their 
time so freely every Saturday over 
the years. Credit also goes to our 
P.T.A.’s for these young people 
have given so much back to the club 
by now giving such great help to our 
new beginners. 

P.T.A.'s: Noel Molloy, Mary T. 
O’Neill, Micheal Garvey, Noreen 
O’Neill, Sean Folan, Colm Connee- 
ly, Brian Burke, John Staunton. 
David O'Malley, David Hennelly, 
Martin Gibbons and Linda O'Shea. 

Our present committee was 
elected this year at the A.G.M. It 
consists of: Chairperson, Maura 
Lydon; secretary, Julia Lally; 
treasurer, Mary Munroe; parents' 
representatives: Maura Gibbons, 
Cathv O’Malley, Tom Meeneghan. 
Martin McGeogh, Tommy Heverin 
and Fergal Murphy. Peggy Power 
acts as a liaison officer between the 
teachers and the committee. 

We would like to take this oppor¬ 
tunity to thank the outgoing commit¬ 


tee: John Power (chairperson). Alice 
Lally (secretary), Bridie Prendergast 
and Maureen Walsh (parents’ 
representatives), for all their work 
and contribution to the club over the 
years. 

As it is a voluntary organisation 
our finances depend a lot on fun¬ 
draising. That is why we ask for 
everyone’s support onk these occa¬ 
sions. It helps to keep fees as low as 
possible if we have successful fun¬ 
draising. Our outing this year was a 
cruise on the Corrib and a vist to 
Allwee Caves. Weatherwise, we had 
a beautiful day and everyone seem¬ 
ed to enjoy themselves. 

Achievements for the year were 
very satisfactory. Eighteen club 
members passed their Intermediate 
Life Saving test on the 28th 
November. ’92. They were: Michael 
Garvey, Brian Garvey, John 
Heneghan. Mary T. O'Neill, Noreen 
O'Neill, Martin Gibbons, Michael 
Gibbons, David O'Malley. Brian 
Burke, Joe Heneghan. John Staun¬ 
ton, Damien Conroy, Ann 
McCuskey, Colm Conneely, Sean 
Folan, Michael Power, David Hen¬ 
nelly and Barbara Folan. John Staun¬ 
ton was employed as a beach 
lifeguard at Ross beach in Killala 
during the Summer months. 

For the first time Tourmakeady 
Swimming Club took part in the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade in Castlebar. 
The swimming teachers looked 
smart in their newly acquired track 


suits. They took third prize in the 
voluntary group walking section. 

The Swimming Club took part in 
the Mayo 5000 celebrations and two 
of the swimmers swam in the 5000 
metres in the Castlebar pool to mark 
the occasion. Well done to all. 

The club wishes to congratulate 
Michael Cox and Noel Molloy on 
qualifying as full teachers. Nine 
other teachers have passed their 
P.T.A. exams and eight teachers 
have commenced training as water 
safety and lifesaving instructors. As 
a club we have had the most suc¬ 
cessful year yet. Best wishes to 
everyone and continued success to 
all. 

Our fastest swimmer in the girls 
800m.. 1st. Sinead Cox: 2nd. Niamh 
Lally; 3rd, Tracy Cooling. Fastest 
swimming in the boys 800m.: 1st, 
David Hennelly; 2nd, David 
O'Malley; 3rd, John Staunton. 

Special awards: Swimmer of the 
Year — Rory Conroy; best style — 
Michael Power; best achievement — 
Bridget Walshe. 

A new water safety course has 
commenced on Wednesday nights at 
the Castlebar pool. There are 28 
members taking part under the in¬ 
struction of Jim O’Neill. 

The club is very grateful to all the 
people who so generously sponsored 
and gave donations during the year. 
It w'as very much appreciated by all. 

• J. LALLY, Secretary. 



Tourmakead swimmers who completed a 5000m. swim at Castleba 
pool. Each was presented with a special plaque. Also in the picture 

Jim O’Neill, coach. 



Tourmakeady swimmers who took part in the Intermediate Lifeguard Course: back row 


— John Staunton, 
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John Heneghan, Sean Foian, Colm Conneely, Brian Burke, Martin Gibbons, Michael Garvey, Padraig 


O’Malley. Middle: Michael Power, Michael Gibbons, Damian Conroy, Anne McCusker. Front: Brian 


Garvey, Joe Heneghan, David Hennelly, Mary O’Neill, Noreen O’Neill, Barbara Foian. Also included are 


pool manager Gary Smyth and coach Jim O’Neill. 



Mark and Eileen Heneghan, Gortnacullin and 
Chicago. 


Neighbours Mrs. Annie Feeney, Pat Heneghan 
(R.I.P.) and Bridie Feeney. 
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MAYO EXPRESS 


FULLY LICENSED COURIER SERUICE 


(PROP.: EDWARD HENEGHAN) 

Dereendafderg, Srah, Claremorris, Co. Mayo 

Collection & Delivery Sendee 

Telephone: 092-43086 

Mobile Number: 088-566265 

THE RAINBOW NURSERY 

HUMBERT MALL, CASTLEBAR 

We have a Child Care Course, portunity for children to meet other mbliana. Ta an 'nursery' go maith 
which is City and Guilds approved, children, often from different social do phaisti mar reamh-ullmhuchan 
in Leitir Mor, through Irish. backgrounds and different na- don scoil, mar ta siad ag measeadh 

We took over “The Rainbow tionalities. A nursery can be a very le paistl eile. Ta aire proifisiunta cur- 
Nursery” on the 10th September, exciting and educational place for tha ar fail anseo doibh. Bionn befle 
1993. Our aim, as well as providing children. curtha ar fail doibh i rith an lae. Ta 

a day care service, is to promoate the The Rainbow Nursery is open muid ag iarraidh beim a chuir ar an 
Irish language to pre-school children since April. 1990, and has provided nGaeilge. Ta an Ghailge curtha ar 
for parents who have the intention of a day care service for three years, fail do aon tuismitheoir mar rogha. 
sending of sending their children to At the moment the nursery can cater Is feidir le haon duine teacht 
an Irish speaking school, for exam- for between 20 and 30 children in isteach agus an ait a fheiceal le failte. 
pie Scoil Raifteiri. The choice of the one day, catering for babies from Go raibh maith agaibh. 

Irish language is ai the request of the one week old to seven years on an 

pareri . it is not compulsory hourly/daily/weekly basis. The JACQUELINE LYDON 

A nursery is a place where a nursery provides a full day care ser- BRIDIE MULROE 

mother/falher can leave their child vice for children of professional 
knowing he/she is safe and secure, working people and also part-time 

fed and looked after. A nursery pro- care to facilitate mothers/fathers for Teacher: Joseph, name two 
vides a stimulating, secure and cosy appointments, meetings, shopping or pronouns, 
environment which allows the child maybe just for a break. " Joseph Who me’ 
to develop socially, mentally and Rnneamar ar gCursa “Curam Teacher Correct! 
physically. leanaf” I Leitir Mor trf Ghaeilge. 

Children can often become attach- Anois ta muid ag obair sa “Rainbow If a girl ate her mother and lather, 
ed to parents. A nursery can be one Nursery' i gCaislean an Bharraigh. what would that make her? 
way of helping them towards in- Ta muid ag cuir seirbhis Curam An orphan, 
dependence. It also provides an op- Leanai ar fail do phaisti d 0-7 
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TOURMAKEADY 

BY E. WALSH, Treen 

There is a spot in dear old Ireland that I m a going 
to see. 

There's no place as lovely, not half as dear to me. 

The place is Tourmakeady, upon Lough Mask's shore. 

And when I do return there, I’ll leave it nevermore. 

It’s the sweetest little village that your eyes have 
ever seen, 

Its hills are bright with heather, its fields arc rich 
and green, 

The beauty of its valleys, no man on earth can ever 
know, 

And dear old Tourmakeady will be mine for ever more. 

And now I 'm going to live there and maybe get a wife. 

I'll build myself a cottage and settle down for life. 

And I know that I'll be happy as I was of yore. 

And dear old Tourmakeady will be mine for evermore. 

It's the sweetest little village that your eyes have 
ever seen, 

Its hills are bright with heather, its fields are rich 
and green, 

The beauty of its valleys, no man on earth can ever Confirmation day in Ballinrobe . . . Eddie Jennings, 
know, N.T., Srah, Bishop Joseph Cunnane, Confirmation 

And dear old Tourmakeady will be mine for evermore. boy Brian Gibbons and Sean Mollov (sponsor). 




m M 

ttiiftUVtmi! 


Failte Thuathe 


Approved I.T.B. 


Props. Padraic and Breege Heneghan 
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SAINTS AND SOULS DAY 


T HE traditional celebration 
of Hallowe’en with its 
turnip-lanterns, mulled beer 
and noisy cheerful slightly risky 
games involving “playing with 
fire” seem an odd way to start the 
short, yet solemn, church feast of 
Hallowtide which consists of the 
Eve and the Feast of All Saints, 
followed by All Souls Day. 

Hallowe’en was the time for 
divinations concerning marriage, 
health and death. It was the only 
time of the year the devil’s help 
would be invoked. Perhaps not 
surprisingly because Hallowmans 
was the feast which the early 
Church retained from the great 
pagan Celtic Feast of Samhain 
which celebrated the end of sum¬ 
mer and harvest, together with the 
start of winter and the New Year. 

The Celts believed that on the 
eve of the festival which we now 
call Hallowe’en, the dead return¬ 
ed to walk the earth for a night 
and a day and with them came the 
“spirits of the evil” at their most 
potent. Fires blazed on every 
hilltop to purify the land, defeat 
the evil ones and encourage the 
“wasting sun” to revive. 
Ceremonial dancing, noisy games 
and harvest end rituals took place 
around these fires with drinking of 
herbal ales for which the Celts 
were renowned. The Celts were 
shrewd and they used this occasion 
to question, as well as to honour, 
their dead. 

The force and vigour of the an¬ 
cient beliefs survived all new'er 
ones and these practices even sur¬ 
vived the advent of Christianity. 
The wiser missionaries like St. 
Patrick didn’t insist too strongly 
on changing the people’s customs 
but rather orientated them to the 
new religion. However, many of 
the rituals eventually died. The evil 
spirits became witches and bon¬ 
fires burned them in effigy. A 
great number of divining rituals 
and games, often involving nuts, 
apples and fire, persisted — apples 
and nuts being the last harvested 


fruits. Even the old herbal ales sur¬ 
vived as mulled ale or punch with 
roasted apples floating on it. The 
great pre-Christian practice of im¬ 
personating the dead and other 
spirits, and by doing so protecting 
oneself and others from evil, also 
continued. 

MASKS 

Sometimes this was done by a 
procession of young adults — later 
children — wearing masks and 
often headed by a young male car¬ 
rying a horse’s head, for example, 
the “Fair Bhan” or “white 
mare”. They went from door to 
door visiting friends, collecting 
food or money. Before Christian 
times such largesse had no doubt 
been given to feast the dead spirits 
in return for the promise of fertili¬ 
ty and protection from evil. 

In Britain the Hallowman’s 
bonfires were transferred to Guy 
Fawkes Night. It is odd that in 
England many of the old customs 
still survive, expressing the same 
ancient hopes and fears, but in 
Ireland the games and customs 
have become degenerate and 
frivulous 

Irish immigrants to the U.S.A. 
in the 19th century introduced 
secular Hallowe’en customs to 
that country. Mischief making by 
boys and young men — overturn¬ 
ing sheds and outhouses and 
breaking windows — became 
common. These customs declined 
or became outlawed. The only 
modern trace of these customs is 
the “trick or treat” played by 
youngsters. In this, a treat is 
demanded, usually a candy bar, 
but even the trick has died out. 

In Christian and Orthodox 
Europe, the attempt to divorce 
respect for the dead from the idea 
of their return completely failed. 
The souls in Purgatory just had to 
have their two-day furlough on 
earth. Candles were lit on their 
graves and in the windows of their 
houses to light them home. Fires 


were kept burning to warm their 
cold bones. Food and drink were 
left ready. 

In Britain the alms took the 
form of cakes and not cash. Bands 
of “soulers” as they were called 
went from house to house singing 
ancient “souling” rhymes and 
small loaves, quickbreads or cakes 
were handed out to them to be 
eaten hot while they chanted a 
prayer for the departed. The 
Reformation frowned on praying 
for the departed but the custom 
contined although the “souling” 
rhymes became straight begging 
songs. 

One old “soul caking” play still 
survives in England and the songs 
have lasted, too, but with little 
meaning now because the “soul 
cakes” are no longer made. The 
only survivor seems to be the 
Hallowe’en brack or the tradi¬ 
tional parkin cake or soulmas 
cake. 

Perhaps th soul cake should be 
brought back. It most likely disap¬ 
peared because it varied so much 
from place to place. It could be, 
too, that the soul cakes seemed a 
bit of an anti-climax after the 
cheerful, noisy festivities of 
Hallowe’en with their hinted spice 
of danger in “playing with fire”. 

• NOREEN MALONEY 


A tramp knocked at the door of a pub 
called ‘George and the Dragon.' 
“Could you spare a poor man a bit 
to eat?” 

“No!” the landlady screamed, 
slamming the door. 

A few seconds later he knocked 
again. 

“Could you please give me 
something to eat?” said the tramp. 

“Go away, you good-for-nothing 

. .!” shouted the woman. “And 
don't come back!” 

After a few minutes the tramp 
knocked for a third time. 

The woman came to the door. 

“Could I have a few words with 
George this time?” said the tramp. 
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TOURMAKEADY LADIES FOOTBALL 


The present team was formed only three years 
ago after a spell of a few years since Tourmakeady 
ladies previously fielded a team. During that period, 
however, a number of girls played with Carnacon 
so the interest was still there but the numbers were 
too few to form a team of their own again — until 
1991. In 1990 there were more than seven of the cur¬ 
rent team playing with Carnacon and when interest 
was shown in forming a Tourmakeady team, 
naturally those players transferred back to their 
local club. 

1991 was the first year out for the newly formed 
side. We took part in the junior championship and 
the league was a combined tournament for both 
junior and senior clubs. That year we reached the 
semi-final stage in the championship, being beaten 
by Westport who were, in turn, defeated by 
Cong/Neale in the final. The combined league of 
junior and senior clubs proved a difficult challenge 
for a newly formed junior team and though we 
didn’t reach any final, we weren’t totally unsuc¬ 
cessful in that we won a number of games and even 
managed to beat one of the senior teams in the 
competition. 

In 1992, participation was in the junior league 
and junior championship. We were unlucky in be¬ 
ing drawn to play against Westport who went on 
to win out the championship that year. We reach¬ 
ed the final in the league, holding Westport to a 
draw at Kilmeena. The replay was in Cong and 
Westport also took the league title that year, winn¬ 
ing by a margin of only one point. 

Ths year — 1993 — things were looking good for 
us throughout the season. Our participation in the 
league and championship was successful to a cer¬ 
tain extent. We won all our matches to qualify for 
both league and championship finals. Both finals 
were against Ballinrobe. 

The league final was played in Tourmakeady on 
Sunday, 19th September, in extremely windy con¬ 
ditions. In the first half Ballinrobe, playing with the 
advantage of a strong wind, took us by storm and 
: leading by 3-4 at half-time. Going out after 
Tourmakeady faced the daunting task of 
trying to regain some ground. We kept the pressure 
on until the final whistle but, alas, we didn’t retrieve 
the margin that was ahead of us and Ballinrobe were 
crowned league champions, winning by a margin 
of two points. The words of Micheal O Muirather- 
taigh came to mind in describing the final . . . “it 
was a game of two halves” — Tourmakeady didn’t 
manage to score in the first half and Ballinrobe fail¬ 


ed to score in the second. 

The championship final of 1993 was played in 
Ballinrobe on Sunday, 26th September. Weather 
conditions were much more favourable than the 
previous Sunday. Tourmakeady put up a great per¬ 
formance and looked the better team. However, 
Ballinrobe made a couple of intense challenges in 
the latter stages of the game which gave them the 
goal they needed to take the title. It was, indeed, 
a bitter disappointment for the Tourmakeady team, 
having a 100% success rate up until the two finals. 

1994 is another year and I think our record for 
’93 should give us encouragement to get out there 
and use our experience to take on the opposition 
with a certain degree of confidence. We hope to 
field a team again next year and would be delighted 
to have new members join. The members who join¬ 
ed the club during the last few years proved to be 
very capable players and we hope this will encourage 
more interest in the team so that we will have a 
ladies team for years to come. 

There is definitely talent out there. Some girls are 
playing on national school teams and at underage 
level with the boys. If the interest is kept alive I feel 
Tourmakeady will have an outstanding ladies team 
in the not-too-distant future. 

A number of our players are on the Mayo panel 
with quite a few playing at minor level and some 
at senior level. Bernie O’Neill was captain of the 
Mayo ladies senior team for 1993. Our congratula¬ 
tions must also go to Bernie on receiving an All- 
Star award during the year. It is a great achieve¬ 
ment for a club of our size to have members play¬ 
ing with the Mayo team and I feel that talented 
young players who are showing an interest could 
well achieve the same ambition. 

Support plays a major part in keeping a team up 
and running and at this point the ladies team would 
like to thank our sponsors, MP Pumps, for the set 
of jerseys. We would also like to thank everyone 
who attended our matches and encouraged us 
throughout the year. Our thanks must also go to 
the people who supported us at our fund-raising 
event in Maire Luke’s during the summer and to 
all who sponsored raffle prizes for that event. The 
men’s G.A.A. club must also be thanked for their 
support and encouragement and their co-operation 
in letting us use the pitch when we needed it. Final¬ 
ly, a special thanks must go to our trainers/selec¬ 
tors, Raymond Prendergast and Ciaran Walsh, for 
their time and effort throughout the year. 

Ar mile buiochas dhoibh go leir. 

• SIOBHAN LALLY 
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FAHEY’S 



Mace 



Convenience Express 

Main Street, Ballinrobe 


Telephone 092-41112 


Flo 60s Agents jag 
Cool & Peot Briquettes 




k 


Shop at FAHEY’S for Quality, 
Value and Service 
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Congested District Board set up to 
improve conditions for the small farmer 


The Congested District Board was 
set up in the 1890’s to improve the lot 
of small farmers in the poorest parts 
of Ireland. They did an amount of 
good work . . . building roads and 
bridges, starting classes in lace em¬ 
broidery and woodwork, giving 
grants for improving houses, barns 
and stock, etc. They also improved 


fishing facilities and gave grants for 
piers and boats. 

The following two items show some 
of the good work undertaken by the 
Board in our area. 

Below is part of an account of road 
works being undertaken in 1896. You 
will notice that it was before the coun¬ 
ty boundary was changed. 


Schedule of Roads, Bridges, ic., undertaken between the dates of the 
formation of the Board and the olst March, 1S96— continued. 






Actual | 


No. * 

County. 

Name of Work. 

1 Estimated 

Cost cf I 
Finished i 

Observations. 





Work. 1 



37 

Mayo, 

Knockboba to Lacken Road, . 

56S 

38 

" 

Porturhn Road. . 

140 

39 


Perturb" to Srahat.aggle Road 

ICO 

40 


MuingcresDa Road. 

270 

41 

" 

Tonatonvally Road. 

160 

42 


Dooniver Road, . 

45 

43 


Bunacurry Road. 

285 

44 

,, 

Derrymore Road, 

215 

45 


Inver Approach Road. . 

80 

46 


Derrymore Road Fences. 

30 

47 


Caher Wharf—Lough Mask. . 

162 

4b 


Bobola Road, 

250 

49 


Dbulougb Road Section "A”, 

225' | 

30 

" 

.. .. .. “B", 

763 

51 


- U C", 

' 311 jI 

52 

.. 

„ » "D", 

263 

< 

53 


„ „ Aasleagh 

Bridge. 

500 

54 


„ Fences, 

428 

55 

« 

„ „ Lake Section, 

4,021 

56 

n 

Achill Sound Road Repairs. . 

- 

57 

n 

Granny River Bridge, . 

66 

58 


Crimlin Road, 

140 

59 


Shammer Mountain Road. 

238 

60 


Listrisnane Road, 

6 

61 

„ 

Rnock Road, 

10 

62 

ft 

Tonnaghbog Road. 

106 

63 

.. 

Salia Bridge. 

50 

64 

•1 

Dooega Bridge, . 

23 

65 

, 

Jubilee Road. Sections A and B. 

1.000 

66 

Galway, 

Derry School to Cappanacreha 
Road. . 

Cappanacreha to Owenbnn 
Bridge Road. 

260 

67 


410 

63 

.. 

Owenbrin River Bridge, 

500 

69 

„ 

Owenbnn River to ELillateeaun 

250 

70 

„ , 

Road. 

Edlateeaun to Gortmore Road. 

95 

71 


Gortmore Road and Wharf on 
Lough Mask. 

212 

72 


Ardnagrevagh Road, 

180 


: 9 
18 
31 

178 

30 


30 


G 

10 

106 

33 

a 

233 


210 

119 


In progress. 

Nearly completed, 
j do. 

Completed. 

do. 

do 

j In progress. 

Completed. 

Nearly completed 

Completed, 
j Nearly completed. 

! In progress, 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

In progress. 

Completed. 

In progress. 

Contribution to County. 

In progress. 

Taken over from Irish 
Government, 
do. 

do. 

do. 

Partly paid out of saving 
on Saha Bridge. 

do. (in progress). 

Completed. 

In progress, 
do. 

Completed. 

do. 

In progress. 

Nearly completed. 


THE following piece describes the 
purchase of the Port Royal Estate 
which included the villages of Srah, 
Seangort, Toumavode, Derrasa and 
Derrymore, as well as Portroyal and 
adjoining villages. The Board bought 
the estate and sold it to the tenants, 
striped it, enlarged the farms and 
gave grants to the people to build 
houses and barns. The three tenants 
who migrated to the Lucan Estate 
near Castlebar were from Derrasa. 
They were a Staunton family and two 
Lally families — Luke’s and Johnny 
Phatcheen — and got land in 
Aughadrinagh. The Port Royal 
demesne and the land of the above 
families was divided among the 
tenants. New roads and drainage 
works were carried out and people got 
a share in the bogs. Ordinary people 
benefitted a lot from these im¬ 
provements. It is sad to say the area 
could still do with such an organisa¬ 
tion to develop and improve the lot of 
the people. 

The following is an extract from the 
1900 annual report: 

The Port Royal estate now being sold 
to the tenants has been re-arranged 
and the condition of the landholders 
substantially improved on the same 
lines as those of the Netteruille and J 
A Browne estates. But having regard 
to the size of the estate and the number 
of small holdings thereon, the area of 
land available for migration or 
enlargement was comparatively small 
and consequently only a few of the 
small holdings were enlarged. 

Ten tenants migrated to Port Royal 
Demesne and others have had their 
holdings enlarge by the addition of 
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CONGESTED DISTRICT BOARD 


a portion of the demesne land. 

Three tenants migrated from Port 
Royal to new holdings provided for 
them on the grass farms near Castlebar 
on the Lucan estate, from eight to ten 
miles distant, and the land vacated by 
these migrants was applied to the 
enlargement of the adjacent smaller 
holdings. 

But, apart from the good done by the 
enlargement of holdings and striping 
of the estate, most substantial benefits 
have been conferred on nearly all the 
landholders by the construction of 
main drains and accommodation 
roads, and by the apportionment of 
turbary. Assistance was given for the 
improvement of dweltinghouses and 
erection of out-offices, subject to cer¬ 
tain conditions which were embodied 
in a printed notice posted on the estate, 
of which the following is a copy: 

PORT ROYAL ESTATE 
Conditions under which tenants will 
get assistance for the Erection or Im¬ 
provement of Dwelling Houses and 
Out-Offices: 

1. Any tenant who has not received 
assistance for the improvement of his 
house and who has the cattle remov¬ 
ed, or will remove them from his dwell¬ 
ing and convert the space previously 
occupied by the cattle into a bedroom, 
will get three windows and windor- 
frames free, delivered at Ballinrobe, on 
the condition that he puts them into his 
dwelling. 

2. Any tenant who has not received 
assistance for the improvement of his 
house or offices and who puts up 
suitable offices on an approved site 
before next July will get iron to roof 
same to a value not exceeding 34, 
without charge. 

3. Any tenant who erects a new 
dwelling-house with thatched or slated 
roof, on an approved site, before next 
July will get a free grant of 310 for 
same, either in money or materials and 


November, 1901 


Senator Edward Kennedy welcomes Tom Gibbons 
Tourmakeady/Chicago, to his residence. 
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BADMINTON PICTURE PARADE ! 



Christy Garnord (centre) presenting county doubles 
trophies 1993 to Michael Morrin (left) and Tom¬ 
mie Heneghan. 


Lavin Cup winners: from left — Anne Barker, Sally 
Gibbons, Brian Gibbons, Treasa Cooling, Tom 
Heneghan, Sheila O'Toole. 
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Tourmakeady Ceili Club ’93 


In the late 1980’s ceili dancing was revived in 
Tourmakeady. Weekly classes were run by Paddy 
and Margaret Geraghty from Roundfort. Nearly 
100 people — children and adults — attended these 
classes where the following dances were learned: 
‘The Kerry Set’, ‘Plain Set’, ‘Cashel Set’, ‘Con¬ 
nemara Set’, ‘Derrada Set’, ‘Walls of Limerick’, 
‘Seige of Ennis’, ‘Shoe the Donkey’, ‘Highland 
Fling’, ‘Haymaker’s Jig’, olde time waltz and the 
‘Caledonia Set’. 

Ceili’s are held at weekends throughout the year 
in the following centres: Aughagower, Killawalla, 
Balia, Carancon, Ballinrobe, Roundfort, The 
Neale, Kilmaine, Shrule, Claremorris, Westport and 
Tourmakeady. In 1993 Tourmakeady held four 
ceili’s and there are three planned for 1994. These 
will be held on May 22, July 9 and November 12. 
Tea, sandwiches and cakes, etc., are served at all 
centres while some of the best ceili bands in the 
country provide the music including Matt Cunn¬ 
ingham, Silver Spear, Cahir Sound, Carousel Ceili 
Band, Glenside Ceili Band, Oranmore Ceili Band, 
Kilmailey, P. J. Hernon and the Swallow’s Tail. 

The proceeds of the Tourmakeady ceili’s to 
towards the upkeep of the hall. 

The Hall Committee and the ceili group wish to 


Bessie Heneghan, Nora Heneghan (R.I.P.), Nellie 
Heneghan (R.I.P.) and Tom Burke pictured in 
September, 1958. 


thank everyone who supported them and all who 
helped in any way. Everyone will be most welcome 
at their 1994 ceili’s. Agus guimhimid beannachtai 
na Nollag ar gach duine a leigheas an “Waterfall”. 


SEASON'S GREETINGS TO AL L TRAVELLERS 

For keenest rates in /or=i7==rr=f=r 


Mini-Bus Hire 


Contact: 


Seamus Heneghan 

Dererin, Partry 

Leave your driving problems to us... don 1 worry about the law or the drink 

For Dinner Dances, Weddings, Discos’, CALL US AT 092-43135 






Winners of the ladies' angling competition were Kmer Morrin, Judy Bourke and Mary Maree. 


CUIMHNI CINN PINSINEARA 
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Nuair a d’iarr Tomas Og 6 
hEanachain orm piosa a scriobh don 
Waterfall, ni raibh baruil agam ceard 
faoi a scriobhfainn so leigh me arist 
na heagrain di a bhi agam le cupla 
bliain anuas agus rith se liom roinnt 
bheag cuimhni cinn a chur le cheile 
faoin bhfoireann peile 6 1950551 a 
bhfuil a bpictiuir in eagran an bliana 
anuraidh. Dala an seed nuair a chon- 
naiceas ar dtus an pictiiir sin, shileas 
nach Tommy s’againne a bhi ann ar 
chor ar bith, ach ar gcol ceathrar Pad ¬ 
dy as Droim an Chogaidh, ach 
ritheann se liom anois go mbfheidir go 
raibh Paddy imithe go Meiricea faoin 
am sin. Nil fhios agam an bhfuil aon 
duine eile den fhoireann sin curtha 
seachas Tommy agus Micheal O 
Maille, beirt a cailleadh i mblath a n- 
oige, go ndeanaidh Dia grasta orthu. 
Ce go rabhas fein dha bhliain is fiche 
nuair a togadh an pictiiir, ma ta na 
datai cruinn, ni cuimhin liom foireann 
peile a bheith i dTuar Mhic Eadaigh 
roimhe sin agus ta me cineal in 
aimhreas an raibh rnuid claraithe mar 
chlub fiu ag an am sin. 

Ar ndoigh bhi ainm Mhichead Ui 
Mhaille go mor in airde faoin am sin 
mar bhi bonn Chorn Ui Ogain gnoite 
aige le Colaiste Iarfhlatha 6 1947 agus 
is feidir go raibh bonn Sigerson aige 
on Ollscoil in Gaillimh freisin agus e 
ar ti a bheith ina fhear ionad ar 
fhoireann an chontae. Ni doigh liom 
gur aibheal ar bith e a ra gur fhas 
foireann sin Thuair Mhic Eadaigh on 
gceangal a bhi ag Mick agus agam fein 
le Colaiste Iarfblatha, ag Tommy le 
Colaiste Eanna agud Joe Burke a bhi 
i gcolaiste freisin. Thios ins an War 
ren — an bhfuil se fos ann sa gcrot sin 
— a bhiodh na cluichi againn. Ni 
fheadfainn gan Waltic Philben a lua. 


fear a bhi roinnt nios sine na an chuid 
eile againn ach a mbiodh an-fhonn air 
a bheith pairteach sna cluichi, e ag im- 
irt sna cuil agus ‘cic amach’ iontach 
aige. Ach silim gur eirigh se brean den 
chluiche ar ball agus bhiodh se ag 
maiomh go mba cheart duinn “ruby” 
a imirt agus go n-ioefai muid. 

6 tharla go bhfuil Brendan Collins 
garraidoir sa gcolaiste luaite, ba 
mhaith liom tagairt a dheanamh do 
fhear eile a bhiodh i gColaiste Mhuire 
agus a bhiodh ag imirt linn, Colm Car- 
tuir as Camus, a dhalladh le Gaeilge 
muid nauir a bhi cuid againn sach 
bacadh sa teanga sin. 

Ta Colm e fein curtha, siochan Dc 
do, mar ata fear eile a thugadh an 
uchtach don fhoireann 6 thainig se san 
ait, an tAthair Canning. Ta Willie 
Walsh ann — ni as Ceapach Dubh fein 
ach as Coill Ard, le bheith cruinn — 
an bhfuil conai ar an mbaile sin 
anois?, tri chomhluadar a bhi ann, na 
Breathnaigh, na Groarkes agus Miss 
Cullen. Ta amhrain sa timpeall anois. 

Every bush, every bower, every rose 
bud and Mayflower remind me of my 
Mary from the banks of the Lee 
Bhuel, dearthar le Willie, John a 
chuala me a chasadh sin ar dtus go 
luath sna daicheadai, guth alainn aige 
mar a bhi aga Martin, ag Tommy agus 
ag Willie fein, ach ni cuimhneach liom 
ceol ag Eddie. 

Ta sceal agam faoi Tommy Thorn 
ton, mas e Tommy Biddy Coyne ata 
ann, agus is leor a ra go raibh pairt 
freisin ag Tom (Scot) 6 Malley san 
eachtra. Ar an laimh eile, mas e mac 
Paddy Thornton ata ann, is docha 
gurbe, 6 tharla go bhfuil Cairthin 
luaite leis, bhi Paddy ar scoil le 
m’athair fein agus iad ag dul ag na 
Manaigh, agus bhi sc fos ag obair le 


Roinn na Gaeltaehta nuar a thosas 
fein ann, fear uasal agus fear a raibh 
fios a cheirde aige. Maidir le Joe Mac 
Gagh, is e an cuimhne is gleine ata 
agam air, go raibh me ag iarraidh 
bheith mor le cailin deas as Belcarra 
a bhi ag freastal ar an gcursa Gaeilge 
a bhi i gColaiste Chonnacht ag an am 
agus gur sciob se uaim i, le na tabhairt 
ag an Waterfall" 

On gcuimhne ata agam ar Larry 
Kelly, is feidir gur mo cleachtadh a bhi 
aige ar iomaint na ar bheil, ach bhi se 
lufar aicli agus ba leor sin chun criche 
na peile a bhi a imirt againn ag an am. 

Aisteach go leor, nil rnoran ciumhne 
agam ar chluichi a imirt leis an, 
bhfoireann, ces moite de chluiche i 
mBaile an Tobair, a raibh muintir 
Paddy Prendergast ag imirt leo agus 
comortas seachtar-an-taobh a d’imir 
muid i Shrule. Ar ndoigh bhi me fein 
imithe ag obair faoin am sin, suas 
than faoin teorainn i dTir Chonaill, 
ag rath ar smugleiri agus ni raibh an 
oiread carranai thart ag an am le go 
bhfeadfadh duine filleadh ag an- 
deircadh seachtaine chun cluichi a im 
irt. Taim cinnte gur mo an t-eolas a 
bheadh ag Sean Molloy agus ag Tony 
Timoney, an bheirt amhain a aithnim 
ata fos sa mbaile, is mo a dfheadfadh 
siad sin scriobh faoi na himeachtai sin 
na mise. Agus feach gur thugas 
“bade” ar Thuar Mhic Eadaigh fos, 
theis go bhfuilim imithe as in dairire 
le 44 bliain. Ach anois 6 tharla me cur 
tha ar fearach acu, ca bhfios nach 
bht’eicfinn nios minici e. Se’n feall gan 
cumas Tommy Donoghue agam le 
linte filiochta a chur le cheile mar ata 
foillsithe aige sna heagrain den Water 
fall ata leite agam. 
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MAIRE NA RANN 


Mary Conway, or “Maire na Rann” as she was 
better known, was a famous resident of Tuar na 
bhFod in the last century. She was a great¬ 
grandmother of the Lally sisters in Derassa. She 
became famous due to the midnight ride with the 
fairies to their iios’ at Raith an Oir. The Lally 
sisters remember their mother telling them the 
following story: 

“Maire was a midwife and late one night she got 
a call from a strange man on horseback. He brought 
her to the fairy iios’ at Raith na Oir where she at¬ 
tended a beautiful red-haired woman. She was 
warned not to accept any gift from the fairies. She 
returned safe and sound. She later met the strange 
man at a fair in Ballyheane.” 

This account tallies very closely with the follow¬ 
ing account given by P. O. Meara (Peaitin Phaidin 
Eoin) in “Bealoideas — An Irish Folklore Jour¬ 
nal”, Volume XVI, published circa 1940: 

“Bhi bean i mo pharoiste fhein arb ainm di Maire 
Ni Chonnachain ach bhi an leas ainm uirthi “Maire 
na Rann”. Sen fath gur tugadh an t-ainm sin uir¬ 
thi na mar bhi si an-trathuil go deo ina cuid cainn- 
te. Se an ghairm a bhi aici bheith ina bean paisti. 

“Bhi si la ag dul an bothar le bean eile nuair a 
leim frog suas ar a toiseach. Thug Maire speach 
dho. ‘Muise shoraigh dhiot’ a deir an bhean eile. 
‘Nior cheart duit an frog bocht a bhualadh’. ‘Nar 
fhaigh se biseach’, a deir Maire, ‘go mbeidh mise 
i mo dhochtuir aige!’. 


“An oiche ceanna thainig fear ag Maire go mail 
san oiche. Nuair a buaileadh buille ar an doras 
d’eirigh Maire go tobann. Chonaic si fear ar chapall 
taobh amuigh den doras agus shil si go raibh blaoch 
faighte aici. D’ullmhaigh si i fhein le goil leis agus 
chuaigh si amach aige. Shuigh si suas taobh thiar 
den fhear. Thiomain seisean leis agus chuaigh se 
amach bothar Thoin na Saile agus sios tre Gleann 
na gCaislin. Cheap Maire go raibh se ag dul go 
teach eigin i nGleann na gCaislin ach choinnigh se 
leis ag imeacht i dtreo Raith an Oir. 

“Bhraith Maire gur rud eicinnt neamh shaolta 
a bhi ag eiri. Nuair a shroich siad Raith an Oir duirt 
an fear: ‘Istigh. Nuair a bheas tu reidh san ait ata 
tu ag goil beidh tu ag fail bronntanas ach na glac 
tada. Imigh mar a thainig tu!’ Chuaigh Maire go 
bean i Raith an Oir agus thug si paiste ar an saol 
an oiche sin. B’iomai sin bronntanas a tairgeadh 
di ach d’obaigh si iad go Ieir. Ag goil amach an 
doras di chuir bean piosa eadaigh no seal faoina 
h-ascail ach ar an mbealach abhaile bhuail aifeala 
i agus chuir si an t-eadach isteach i gcruach mhona. 
Ghlac an chruach tine an oiche sin agus ni raibh 
fanta ar maidin ach a luaith”. 

Sin deireadh an sceil sa leabhar. Some people say 
she received the gift of the gab of “an bua cainte” 
in exchange for her services. 1 would like to thank 
the Lally sisters for their help in assembling this bit 
of folklore. 

• TOMAS O hEANACHAIN 



Remember this man 
who served many 
customers in down¬ 
town Tourmakeadv. 
He is Michael Lynn, a 
former employee of 
O’Toole’s shop. 


Two people gone to their eternal reward — 
Tom Conaboy, Treenlaur, and Nellie 
Heneghan, Gortnalderg, pictured in August, 
1958. 


Walter Heneghan, Carheen, and Annie 
Burke, Gortinmore (both now deceas¬ 
ed) “sitting on the bridge below the 
town". 
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SEASON’S GREETINGS from 


Seamus Hawkshaw 


Ayle, Westport — Tel. 098-3 518 0 

Suppliers of Prime Beef, 

KEENEST PRICES FOR DEEP FREEZE BEEF AND LAMB 

Also customers’ own stock killed and prepared for Deep Freeze 

Thank you for all your support in 1993 


The Walsh family pictured in 1951. Pakie, Nora and Michael Conaboy, Letterineen, Tourmakead>, pic- 

their three sons and one daughter. Pakie hails from tured with his niece, Bessie Meeneghan, Carheen, 

Drimcoggie, Srah. ' n Chicago in 1949. 
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Christmas, 1993 


CEAD MILE FAILTE 

to 

Maire Luke’s Bar 


Gortmore, Tourmakeady 


Traditional Music and Song 

Season’s greetings to all our customers and friends 




Killawalla, Westport, Co. Mayo, Ireland 

TELEPHONE: 098-35165. FAX: 098-35200 


BEST SERVICE 


PIONEER DRIVERS 
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CONRADH NA GAEILGE 1893 — 1993 
Comoradh cead bliain an chonnartha 

Conradh na Gaeilge i dTuar Mhic Eadaigh 


Ins na cead cupla bliain den 
Chonradh cuireadh ranganna 
Gaeilge ar siul ins na scortha ait 
ar fud na hEireann agus ni raibh 
se i bhfad go dti go raibh gann- 
tanas muinteoiri a bhi in ann 
Gaeilge a mhuineadh. 

Cuireadh Colaisti ar bun chun 
muinteoiri Gaeilge a thraenail Col- 
aiste Laighean, Colaiste na 
Mumhan, Colaiste Uladh agus 
Colaiste Chonnacht. Bii dha ionad 
ag Colaiste Chonnacht ceann ins 
an Spideal agus ceann anseo i 
dTuar Mhic Eadaigh. 

COLAISTE CHONNACHT, 
TUAR MHIC EADAIGH 1905 

Thug an sagart paraiste anseo 
An tAthair Seamas O Coirbin. 
Seanteach an tsagairt i dTuar 
Mhic Eadaigh ar laimh do 
Chonradh na Gaeilge i 1905. 
Cuireadh piosa leis agus d’oscail 
an Colaiste do abhar muinteoiri i 
Samhradh na bliana 1905. Ba e 
Micheal Breathnach as Cois Far- 
raige a ceapadh mar phriomh oide 
agus Maire Ni Thuathail (aint do 
Thomas O Tuathail) mar chuntoir 
aige. 

Bhi clu agus cail ar an gColaiste 
go luath. “Cliabhan Chouradh na 
Gaeilge” a tugadh air. Bhi 
aghaidh lucht Chonradh na 
Gaeilge air. Thainig Dubhglas De 
hide cead uachtaran an Chonartha 
(agus cead uachtaran na hEireann 
nios deannai) ann. Thainig 
Padraig Mac Piarais ann. Bhi 
Sinead Ni Fhlannagain a phos De 
Valera ag muineadh ann. Thainig 
De Valera fein ann cupla bliain. 
Thainig Pokorny agus Kuno 
Meyer ann beirt ollamh den teanga 
on nGearmain ann. Go leor den 
mhuintir a ghlac pairt i gCogadh 
na Saoirse ina dhiaidh sin 
thugadar cuairt ar an ait. Bhi 
Padraic O Domhnallain 
scriobhnoir. Sean O Ruadhain, 
scriobhnoir, Tomas 6 Luideain, 


Liam 6 Coinin, Seamus De Brun, 
Tomas O Domhnaill agus daoine 
ceimiula eile ag muineadh ann 
anuas trid na blianta. Ba e Micheal 
Mac Aodhagain an t-Ard Ollamh 
deiridh a bhi ann. Sa gcead scor 
bliain bhi muinteoiri Gaeilge da n- 
oiliuint ann. Ansin nuair a thainig 
ar rialtas fein i gcumhacht. Bhi 
muinteoiri naisiunta ag teacht ag 
foghlaim Gaeilge ann agus sna 
triochadhai agus na ceathrachadai 
bhi scolairi nios oige ag teacht go 
mor mhor as Roscomain, 
Liathdroim, Sligeach, Baile Atha 
Cliath, Maigh Eo. 

Bhiodh am aerach ann sa 
Samhradh — Ceilithe gach oiche 
agus slua daoine oga ar fud na h- 
aite. Thainig deire leis na cursai i 
1946 silim. Ar feadh na dha scor 
bliain a raibh cursai ar siul thainig 
na milte daoine to dti an ait agus 
bhi ainm Thuar Mhic Eadaigh in 
airde ar fud na hEireann. 

Tomas O hEanachain 

Craobh Mhicheail 
Breathnaigh de Chonradh 
na Gaeilge Tuar Mhic 
Eadaigh 

Cuntas a scriobh Mairead Nic 
Dhonnchadha no “Peig” mar is 
fear a bhi aithne iurthi a chaith 
nios mo na fiche bliain ag 
muineadh i gColaiste Muire anseo: 

Cupla seachtain a bhi me i gColaiste 
Muire nuair a fuair me cuireadh chuig 
cruinniu de Chonradh na Gaeilge. An 
t-Athair Geardid O Cearnaigh, S.C., a 
bhunaigh an chraobh anseo: 

Craobh Mhicheail Bhreathnaigh 
Ainmniodh an chraobh in ondir 
Mhicheail as Cois Farraige agus fear 
a bhi ina chead Ard Ollamh ar 
Cholaiste Connacht. Ba e a scriobh 
'Seilg imeasc na n-Alp’ ach cailleadh 
e go h-og leis an eitinn. Ionad mor le 
ra an Colaiste ceanna trath mar is ann 


a bhiodh tarraint daoine ar fonamh 
mar Phadraic Mac Piarais, Eamon De 
Valera, a bhean Sinead agus go leor 
eile. Is maith is fiu a stair a riomhadh. 

Sheas an Chraobh den Chonradh 
mar ionad shoisialta an fhad a bhair 
si — timpeall seacht mbliana Bhiodh 
cedi ann gach Oiche Dhomhnaigh (se 
pingne ar an doras). Bhi banna ceili 
ann — bheidhleadoiri Sean O Neach- 
tain agus Willie Kane, Sean 6 
Raghallaigh ar an gcairdin, cupla 
duine eile le. Linn an Charaois bhiodh 
dramai, cluichi cartai, cuirmeacha 
ceoil agus corr dhiospoireacht ar siul. 

Leiriodh an drama bred "An 
Fomhar” drama faoi bhliain na 
bhFranncach 1798 agus leiriodh 
"Peadar an tSIeibhe" drama faoi na 
Black and Tans’ a scriobh An t-Athair 
Padraic Mac Aodha (a bhi ina shagart 
cunta anseo roimhe sin). Thainig se 
fein on gCeathru Rua leis an drama a 
fheiceal. Bhi baint ag muintir na h-aite 
na muinteoiri agus na gardai in im- 
eachta an Chonartha. Bhiodh 
claischeadal ar siul go rialta. Treimhse 
stairiuil an fein na blianta sin. Bhiodh 
aighneas ar siul scaiti ach bhiodh 
spraoi, spleodar ann chomh maith. 

Nuair a cuireadh Oireachtas na 
Gaeilge ar a bhonnai aris i mBaile 
Atha Cliath. mhol an cathaoirleach An 
tAthair G. 6 Cearnaigh pairt a bheith 
ag muintir na h-aite sua comortais. 
Chuir muid beirt sheanchaithe Sean O 
Loideain (Johnny Thaidhgin) agus 
Seamas Muilleoir go Baile Atha Cliath 
Ni bhfuair said duais ach bhain siad 
solamar as a gcuairt agus fuair siad 
poibliocht. Bhi pictiuir den bheirt ar 
",Sceala Eireann”. Bhiodh leath 
leathanaigh Gaeilge ar an bpaipear sin 
san ann. Chuirinn fein agus me in mo 
runai ar an gCraobh, cuntaisi ar im- 
eachta na craoibhe chuig "Sceala 
Eireann 

Chuir muid cailin og chuig an 
Oireachtas bliain eile Mairin Ni 
Dhroighnedn as Caithrin-amhranai 
maith. Fuair si an dara duais. Bhi 




70 


Waterfall — Thuar Mhic Eadaigh 


Christmas, 1993 


CONRADH NA GAEILGE 


Sore ha Ni Ghuairim as Carna ar 
dhuine de na moltoiri ar an sean-nos. 
Thamig si chugainn tar eis an chomor- 
tais agus mhol si Mairin. "Coinnigi 
oraibh agus hainfidh si an chraobh 
amach fos " ar sise. Bhi Sorcha fein ar 
dhuine dena h-amhranaithe sean nois 
a b'fhearr sa tir. Chuaigh Mairin Ni 
Dhroighneain ar imirce mar a chuaigh 
scoth na h-oige as Tuar Mhic Eadaigh 
agus lean galra na h-imirce anuas na 
blianta o shin. 

De reir a cheile d’eag Craobh 
Mhicheail Bhreathnaigh agus b'iomai 
ctiis a bhi lena meath. Ta miontuairisci 
na Craoibhe i geluid eicint in Aras an 
Chonartha fos Ni dheacha an 
dramaiocht i leig dfach. Thainig fords 
fuithi ins na scoileanna. Nuair a thainig 


gluaiseacht "Muintir na Gaeltachta” 
bhi pairt mhor ag Tuar Mhic Eadaigh 
ansin chomh maith. Ni bhfuair an 
gluaiseacht sin an chreidiunt a thuill 

si fos. 

Mairead Nic Dhonnchadha 

Conradh na Gaeilge i 
dTuar Mhic Eadaigh anois 

Ta craobh den Chonradh ag 
feidhmui anseo faoi lathair. Ta an 
Coiste Pobail ina chraobh le roint 
blianta. Deantar bailiuchan do 
Chiste na Teanga ar La’l Padraig 
gach bliain. Bionn ionadaithe on 
gCraobh i lathair ag cruinnithe de 
choiste Duiche Mhaigh Eo go 


rialta agus ag Ard Fheis Chonradh 
na Gaeilge. Bionn cruinniu den 
Choiste Duiche anseo am go h-am 
agus beidh seiminear da rith ag an 
gCoiste Duiche i gColaiste Muire 
ar an llu de Mhi na Nollag ag 
deigheail le “Gaeltachtar Mhaigh 
Eo”. Ta siul againn go mbeidh 
cruinniu maith feidhmiuil againn. 
Beidh An t-Ath Leon O Mor- 
achain, S.P., Bhearna ag tabhairt 
aitheasc ann. 

Rinne Conradhna Gaeilge obair 
thabhachtach in Eirinn le cead 
bliain. Le cunamh De leanfaidh an 
obair thabhachtach sin. Go maire 
se cead eile. 

• TOMASOh-EANACHAIN 


EUREKA — CHUAIRT AR R.T.E. 


Fuaireamar sceal i Mi Marta go raibh seans againn 
dul chuig R.T.E. le pairt a ghlacadh i getar “Eureka”. 
Bhiomar ar bis. Bhiomar go leir ag iarraidh bheith ar 
an bhfoireann, ach bhi a fhios againn go mba e an maistir 
a bheith ag piocadh an daoine agus nach raibh ach 
ceathrar ar an bhfoireann, beirt chailin agus beirt 
bhuachaill. 

Bhi an clar la bheith deanta ar an 15u la de mhi an 
Mheithimh. Seachtain go leith roimhe sin piocadh an 
fhoireann. B’iad: Breandan de Phriondargast, Niamh 
Ni Dhonnachadht, Sean 0 Maolruaidh agus me fein, 
Aoibhinn Nic Ghiobuin a piocadh. 

D’fhagamar ar trathmona an 14u la de Meitheamh. 
Chuamar i gcarr an mhaistir. Bhi aistear fada romhainn 
go Baile Atha Cliath ach bhi sceitimini an domhain 
orainn agus ba chuma linn. Bhi go leor caint agus craic 
againn ar an mbealach suas, taim a ra leat! 
Cnonaiceamar go leor rudai stairiula ar an mbealach 
chomh maith. Stopamar ag “Mother Hubbard’s” ar an 
mbealach le rud beag a bheith againn le n-ithe agus le 
n-bl. Stopamar i Magh Nuad friesm le cuairt a thabhairt 
ar dheirfiiir an mhaistir agus bhi beile maith againn. 

Shroicheamar an teach loistin i 23 Ascal Woodbine, 
Domhnach Broc i mBaile Atha Cliath ar a 10 a chlog san 
oiche. Bhiomar tuirseach traochta faoin am sin. Bni an 
teach go halainn agus bhi an bia chomh maith. Bhi 
foireann Dhoire do Eureka ag fanacht sa teach ceanna 
linn. Bhi a gclar siud le bheith deanta romhainn. 

D’eiriomar ar a hocht a chlog, d’itheamar ar 
mbriefeasta agus ar aghaidh linn ansin chuig stiuideo 
R.T.E. Chonaiceamar a lan daoine cailiula a meicimid 
ar an teilifis gach la. Ins mease bhi Charlie Bird, Brian 
Dobson, Anne Doyle agus Cliona Ni Mhurchu. Nuair a 
chuamar isteach go dti an seomra do Eureka, chasamar 
ar Thadhg Mac Donnagain. Thug se geansaithe Eureka 


duinn, cinn gorma agus cinn corcra. Ansin chasamar ar 
Fhoireann Chluain Dolcain. Bhi beirt againn curtha le 
beirt acu sin chun dha fhoireann de chreathrar a 
dheanamh. Piocadh beirt chaiptin, bhi Niamh Ni Dhon- 
nachdha ina caiptin ar Fhoireann amhain agus bhi 
buachaill as Cluatn Dolcain in chaiptin ar an Fhoireann 
eile. Chuir muid na micreafoin orainn chun iad an thriall. 
Bhi cleachtadh beag againn ar dtus go bhfeicimid ceard 
a bheadh ar siul againn. Bhi deochanna, popcorn agus 
Milisean fagtha amach duinn. 

Thosaigh an clar. Bhiomar cuthaileach go leor ar dtus 
ach diaian ar ndiaidh d’eiriomar as. Cuireadh ceisteann 
orainn bunaithe ar rudai stairiula, ar Thireolaiocht, ar 
cheol agus ar rudai laethula. Bhi an bua ag an bhfoireann 
eile. Ba chuma linn doirire mar bhi an duais ceanna ag 
dul go gach duine. Fuaireamar geansai le Eureka 
scriobhthe air, radio beag laimhe, mala beag agus fainne 
eochracha. Fuair an scoil dha leabhar “Trials of Life” 
agus “Dulra agus Duchas” freisin. 

Nuair a bhi an clar thart bhi Ion againn i mbialann 
R.T.E. Bhi muid istigh le na realtai tulig. D’fhagamar 
R.T.E. ansin thart ar a haon a chlog agus chuamar chun 
“Dino Live” a fheiceail sa Su. D’fhagamar Baile Atha 
Cliath thart ar a ceathar a chlog agus shroicheamar 
baile thart ar a hocht. Bhiomar tuirseach traochta ach 
bhaineamar an taitneamh as. 

Piocadh dha scoil as Chontae Maigh Eo le dul ar chlar 
Eureka, Scoil Raifteiri i gCaislean an Bharraigh agus 
ar scoil, Scoil Naisiunta Choill a tSidheain. Braithimid 
sona gur piocadh muid don chlar. Bhi an-athas orainn 
go raibh gaeilge mhaith againn nuair a bhiomar i mBaile 
Atha Cliath agus go rabhamar in ann i a labhairt gan 
stro ar bith. Craoladh an clar ar an 2u la Deireadh 
Fomhair agus bhiomar an-bhrodiiil asainn fein ag 
breathnii orainn fein. 
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A NED) GENERATION OF LOANS & SERUICES 


Commercial Mortgage • Funding for Professionals 


Current Accounts 
Cheque Books 

Competitive Savings 
Products 

Home Loan/Endowment 
Mortgage 

Personal Loans 



Assurance Linked 
Agriloan 

Fixed Repayments 
Agriloan 
Pension Linked 
Agriloan 
Stocking Term 
Loans 


Bank cFlreland 


For all your borrowing and savings requirements 

Main Street, Ballinrobe, Tel.: 092-41015 


The Lost Generation 

by LIAM COLLINS, Derryveeney 

Many a father said a lonesome goodbye, 

Many a mother cried 

As they waved many of their children goodbye; 
They left the valleys and hills of Tourmakeady 
To find hope in a new land. 

Holding back the tears from their eyes, 

They dare not look back for home, 

But forward to a distant light. 

Still they kept the memories of Tourmakeady, 
This green land they called home. 

Liberty stood so proud, so tall. 

With her flame held high. 

She welcomed them one and all. 

But across the Atlantic 
Home cried its lonesome call. 

Behind liberty's smile 
There were no streets of gold. 

Beyond the loneliness and oppression. 

They fought, with all their souls and cried, 
Their hearts would never die. 


As time struggled on 

They wondered would they ever see 

Their homeland again. 

To see once more the silver glimmer 
Of the Lough Mask in the Summer shine. 

To run through the woods, 

Where they played their childhood games. 

To see their mother and father again 
In the house where they grew up 
In dear old Tourmakeady. 

Nothing is left of their names today. 

In the lonesome churchyard lies their ancestors' 
graves. 

Forgotten by time are the people that strayed 
And the generations that left for the foreign land. 
Never to return to Tourmakeady. 

The land where they were born. 


Did you hear about the boy who was called after his 

father? 

— They call him dad. 

— Who lost a flock of elephants? 

— Big Bo-Peep. 
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RADHARC NA n-OILEAN 
B&B ACCOMMODATION 


Shanvallyard, Tourmakeady, Co. Mayo 

TELEPHONE 092-44163 

SEASONS GREETINGS TO EVERYONE 


FAREWELL . . . AND CONGRATULATIONS 


1993 was a year of big changes 
in the parish clergy. Our parish 
priest, Fr. Jarlath Waldron retired 
and our curate, Fr. Desmond 
Grogan, was promoted to parish 
priest. Fr. Jack Garvey, a native 
of Ballinrobe, was appointed to 
Tourmakeady as curate. 

The people of the parish were 
very sorry to see Fr. Waldron 
leave. He was a kind and con¬ 
siderate person who was actively 
involved in promoting the welfare 
of his flock. Even before he was 
appointed to this parish, he was 
involved in Comhar Cunmainn 
Duiche Sheoigheach. He was also 
prominent in getting Caideal Teo, 
the perfume factory in Killitiane, 
off the ground. He got a major 
overhaul done on the church in 
Partry. It was very tastefully com¬ 
pleted and is a great credit to him 
and to the people of Partry. The 
parish centre was also developed 
and a new room was added to the 
school. Misfortune struck and the 
school had to be rebuilt due to fire 
damage. 


As reported in last year’s 
magazine, he was the author of the 
very successful and scholarly book 
“The Maamtrasna Murders” 
which won him wide acclaim at 
home and abroad. 

Fr. Waldron always supported 
the ‘Waterfall’ magazine and he 
was a regular contributor to it. We 
would like to thank him for this 
and for his scholarly and in¬ 
teresting articles. We will be hop¬ 
ing for more of the same in the 
years to come. Ba mhaith linn 
gach dea ghui agus rath De a 
ghabhail leis ins na blianta ata 
roimhe. 

We would also like to con¬ 
gratulate Fr. Grogan on his ap¬ 
pointment as parish priest and the 
people of Tourmakeady would 
like to thank him for his work in 
the last few years as curate and for 
his long years of service in Colaiste 
Muire where he is still doing a fine 
job. Fr. Grogan has been in the 
parish for nearly thirty years and 
at this stage we can claim him as 
an honorary citizen! We are 


delighted that he will still serve 
among us and that his humour and 
wit is not lost to us. 1 am sure he 
is just as delighted to be left 
among us within easy reach of 
Paddy’s. Any of us who has work¬ 
ed closely with him down through 
the years value his kindness, sup¬ 
port and his humour. Go maire tu 
do nuaiocht a athair. 

As a gesture of their apprecia¬ 
tion, the people of the parish held 
a function in the local hall for both 
priests and presented them with a 
cheque for £750 each. Partry 
Community Council presented Fr. 
Waldron with a separate cheque 
from the people of Partry. 

We would also like to welcome 
Fr. Garvey to the parish and wish 
him well in the coming years 
among us. Ta muid an-sona go 
bhfuil sagairt da leitheid againn 
ata agus a bhi chomh sasta a cuid 
anna agus a talainn a roinnt linn 
agus guimhimid rath De orthu. 

• Tomas O h-Eanachain 
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fan Dulmen, Jude Meeneghan, Noreen McGeough, Aoife O’Malley, Mary 
Ann Farragher, Martha O’Malley, Lorraine O’Neill. Aisling Donoghue, 
Christina Farragher. 
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Is fada a bheas cuimhne ag paisti agus 
tuismitheoiri na Sraithe ar 1993 mair a bhraigh 
foireann cailini, Scoil na Sraithe, comortas peile na 
mbunscoileanna. Ta moladh agus com- 
hghairdeachas tuillte ag na cailini seo, mar gheall 
ar a nduthracht agus a seil. Ag dul i bhfeabhas a 
bhi siad Ic gach cluife d’imir siad. Bhi gach cailin, 
gan eistacht, ar fheabhas, ina h-ionad fein, nuair 
a shroich siad an cluife ceannais in aghaidh scoil 
Ghaoth Saile. 

Ni raibh aon stopadh orthu ar an la sin. Bhi og 
agus aosta i lathair le tacaiocht a thabhairt doibh 
ar an la. Thosaigh na scoranna ag teach agus ni 
raibh cuis imni againn 6 thus go deireamh. D’imigh 
an ahaoth as Gaoth Saile. Nach niuid a bhi brodiul 


mair a seideadh an fheadog agus ghlac Lorraine Ni 
Neill an corn ar son na foirne. Ni dheanfar dear- 
mad go ceann i bhfad ar an gcomordh a lean ina 
dhiaidh sin. Ta moladh thar barr tuillte ag 
tuismitheoiri na bpaisti seo a thiomain chuig cliufi 
iad, is cuma ceard eile a bhi le deanamh acu. Mo 
mhuiochas pearsanta do na daoine seo. 

Is mor an trua nach ghfuil, Noirin Mac Eoidh, 
Aislinn Ni Dhonnchadha, Maire Ni Fhearachair, 
Lorraine Ni Neill, Aoife Ni Mhaille, Martha Ni 
Mhaille agus Jude Ni Mhaoineachain le cheile arist 
i bmliana" An mbeidh a leithidi ann arist? 

• EAMONN 6 COININ 
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ONCE AGAIN it is “Waterfall” 
time. Twelve short months have 
passed on with many memories — 
both sad and happy — to look 
back on. We take a short glance 
back at Tourmakeadv in the year 
of '93. 

In December '92 Tourmakeady 
badminton club undertook the 
task of organising the visit of San¬ 
ta to the local hall with all pro¬ 
ceeds going to the upkeep of the 
venue. £500 was handed over to 
the hall committee. Next visit: 
Sunday, Dec. 19th. 

December 27th: Tourmakeady 
G.A.A. club held their best ever 
dinner dance in the local hall. 
Frank Forde was in great guest¬ 
picking form. Next dinner dance: 
Dec. 30th in Tourmakeady Hall. 

Tourmakeady over-60’s citizens 
of the area were treated to a din¬ 
ner dance in Westport after Mass 
in Tourmakeady Church. A great 
day was had by all. 

Mayo Rehab collected £114 
from local folk. 

Dec. 4th: Tourmakeady junior 
set dancers won another West 
Mayo title in Newport. 

Mayo minor football trials are 
held in the local football pitch 
every weekend. 

Totally confused when Gaudiun 
Magnum appeared in our newslet¬ 
ter. Our fast thinking priest, Fr. 
Des Grogan, welcomed Kevin and 
Lynn into our community. Who 
are they? Noe! Molloy had com¬ 
pany home with him for the 
Christmas dance. Jock took up 
residence in the Molloy home. 
Well done, Noel. 

Sr. Catherine Walsh sends 
greetings to all from El Salvador 
to Muintir Tuar Mhic Eadaigh. 
The late Margaret Naughton of 
Ballybannon passed on much to 
the sadness of all. 

Four new P.T.A. awards were 
presented to M. T. O’Neill, 
Michael Garvey, Noel Molloy and 
Michael Cox. Another super 
honour for Jim O’Neill and the 


swimming club. 

Tourmakeady badminton club 
are busy with the various games. 
The Div. 3 side are unbeaten and 
Div. 4 team also start fulfilling all 
fixtures. Yoga has taken off with 
a bang in the old factory. It is out¬ 
side of over-60 hours. Tour¬ 
makeady lost a very popular man 
in many aspects of life in the per¬ 
son of Jimmy Childs who died on 
January 12th. Jimmie gave many 
hours of pleasure and assistance to 
the place he and his wife loved. 

Tourmakeady had a chiropodist 
service every second Saturday. 
One man commented: ‘It is time 
a dentist opened a premises in the 
area’. 

The G.A.A. players of Tour¬ 
makeady are called to the park for 
training on January 31st' Tour¬ 
makeady Prayer Group celebrate 
their 13th birthday. It is A.G.M. 
time for Colaiste Muire. Up to 
date progress reported. 

February 12: Tourmakeady lost 
another of its much loved 
parishioners in Maureen Coyne 
who was buried on Valentine’s 
Day. Maureen had brought much 
joy and happiness to many 
people. 

Help is requested for the runn¬ 
ing of the ’93 Community Games. 
It is an important aspect of the 
parish and more help should be 
forthcoming. Congrats to Colaiste 
Muire junior debating team on 
winning the All-Ireland semi-final 
on Monday, March 1st in 
Castlebar. Well done also to the 
pupils of Killiteeaun N.S. and 
their teachers on winning the 
drama competition in Galway. 
Putting the village on the vic¬ 
torious map continued with the 
local badminton club winning 
several finals in the Mayo Div. 3 
close championship. On March 20 
the team won the county by 
defeating Roundfort. Great 
celebrations followed with 
cramps, crack and social hosted by 
O’Toole’s. 


Colaiste Muire won the All- 
Ireland debating final on Friday, 
April 2nd, in the Burlington 
Hotel, Dublin, in the midst of 
many Mayo-Dublin folk. The 
parish was rocked by the death of 
Per Wagner, son-in-law of Martin 
Heaney. Tourmakeady badminton 
players ran into a racquet race in 
Ballinlough, Co. Roscommon, but 
took defeat in super stride in 
Claremorris. Message here: 
Always lock up your car in 
Claremorris! Advisable always to 
carry a coathanger but never lock 
it in the boot! Eire Og footballers 
play at Pairc Naomh Muire on 
Easter Monday. Later on we had 
the Circuit of Ireland rally go 
through our quiet village. 

Winners of the junior Horan 
Cup were, yes, Tourmakeady. 
Michael John Walsh received the 
cup. Make it a date: Tourmakeady 
group water rent must be collected 
by May 1st. May 5th: Club na 
mBan are going on Summer 
holidays. Credit to all for 
docorating the hall. 

May 2nd: Neighbourhood 
Watch comes to Partry and Srah 
with the hope of extending to 
Tourmakeady. Community 
Games committee say thanks for 
£133 in their church gate collec¬ 
tion. Trocaire also were thankful 
for the £1,219 collected in their an¬ 
nual fund-raising. 

May 9th: First Communion Day 
in the Bunaun. May 16th is also 
First Communion Day for Srah, 
Treenlaur pupils of Tourmakeady 
Church. The annual European 
Cup competition is fished on 
Gortmore Bay. Nice weekend was 
had by all. May 23rd: Announce¬ 
ment of ‘bawl room’ — no, not 
ballroom — in Tourmakeady 
Church. This is solely for mothers, 
babies and people feeling ill. 

Our special theme in the present 
‘Waterfall’ and hopefully from 
here on in is the decade. This year 
is No. 3, i.e. 1983/73/23/13/03. 
Kiliteaun factory really facilitated 
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us with their tenth anniversary on 
June 3rd, opened 1983. Remember 
number next year: No. 4 — go col¬ 
lecting, i.e. 1944, 1934, 1854, 
1884. 

Tourmakeady Ceili Club ran a 
very successful ceili and thanks 
was expressed to all helpers. Mrs. 
Brid McGing passed on to her 
eternal reward on June 4th. She 
was a native of Glensaul. The an¬ 
nual old folks party was held on 
June 13th in the local hall with 
Mass celebrated by Fr. Des 
Grogan, then C.C. A wonderful 
night was had by all — super com¬ 
mittee. Glensaui man Brendan 
Hoban took Patricia Ruane from 
Louisburgh as his bride on June 
12th. 

Srah national school won coun¬ 
ty football title on June 14th, 
defeating a well drilled Geesala 
side. The local swimming club 
held their gala presentations in the 
hall. Michael Dever, Carheen, and 
Frank Costello passed away in the 
latter part of June. Conquer 
Cancer Campaign committee say 
thanks for £200 church gate 
collection. 

Maybe belated but a well ar¬ 
ranged and excellent laid out 
church account was presented to 
the public on June 27th. It was ac¬ 
companied by a parish hall ac¬ 
count. A successful benefit dance 
was held in Tourmakeady Hall 
wilth the result that a new Parish 
Memorial Fund was formed. 
Following the original idea a 
gravestone was erected on the 
grave of Maureen Coyne; after¬ 
wards £1,200 was set up in fund 
making. Also includes all proceeds 
from the ’93 ‘Waterfall’ magazine 
plus the gigantic Christmas dance 
to be held in Tourmakeady Hall 
on Tuesday, Dec. 28th with music 
by Concord. Anyone at home or 
away who wishes to donate to the 
fund can forward same to the 
writer of this column. The fund 
will be used to help people in need 
in the years ahead. 

As in 1992 we had a Treenlaur 
teacher retiring. Mrs. Eileen 


O’Malley of Drimcoggie retired 
from her teaching post with the 
good wishes of all in the communi¬ 
ty. Tourmakeady pioneers and 
friends had a wonderful tour of 
Connemara and Galway — “a 
mighty day”. Irish Heart Founda¬ 
tion was grateful for a church gate 
collection of £186. Two very suc¬ 
cessful nights were held in Maire 
Luke’s for the Tourmakeady 
ladies footballers and the over-60’s 
club. Tourmakeady annual 
festival took place on the August 
holiday weekend. Bad weather 
dashed the spirit of the pro¬ 
gramme. Tommie Joe Durkan 
took Maureen Staunton as his 
bride on August 4th, while in 
Chicago on August 7th Mary Gib¬ 
bons (Tady) married John Gar¬ 
diner of Chicago. 

Mrs. Annie Conroy died on 
August 1st. She is sadly missed 
and her death marks another emp¬ 
ty space in St. Mary’s Church, 
where a total of eight of the usual 
attenders passed to their eternal 
reward from October ’92 to Oc¬ 
tober, 1993. Did you bring or buy 
at the August 15th sale of work in 
Tourmakeady? The cause was a 
good one. We also bade farewell 
to our curate but congratulations 
was also in order as Fr. Des 
Grogan was appointed Parish 
Pariest in Partry. We were sadden¬ 
ed to see Fr. Jarlath Waldron, 
P.P., Partry, retire. He is a well 
known man and regular con¬ 
tributor to ‘Waterfall’ since 1987. 
The good wishes of the parish goes 
to both men. Tourmakeady swim¬ 
mers had a great fund raiser at The 
Village Inn in Partry, as did 
Treenlaur school at O'Toole’s, 
while Choll a tSidheain was fund¬ 
raising at Maire Luke’s. 

Back to the theme of the 
decades. Fifty years ago Sarah 
Derrig married Martin Walsh; for¬ 
ty years ago Annie Brown married 
Michael Lally; 25 years ago Ann 
Nee wed Martin Ronan. We now 
welcome Fr. John Garvey, C.C., 
Cashel, Co. Galway, as our new 
C.C. in Tourmakeady. Fr. John is 


almost at home, being a native ot 
Ballinrobe. Mrs. Nora Summer- 
vile died earlier in the month. 
Tourmakeady under-12 foot¬ 
ballers regained the West Mayo ti¬ 
tle when defeating Breaffy in the 
final. Captain John Joyce receiv¬ 
ed the cup on the team’s behalf. 

Coleman School of Irish Danc¬ 
ing continues in Tourmakeady 
Hall every Thursday from 6-7 
o’clock. Put on your dancing 
shoes! The badminton club held a 
pre-season bar-b-que on the shores 
of Lough Mask in brilliant 
weather, especially for fire 
crackers, then it’s back to training 
with a special youth hour. Tour¬ 
makeady junior footballers re¬ 
mained in Div. 3 of the Mayo 
League w'hich is quite a good 
achievement considering all the 
emigration, retirements, etc. The 
ladies football team were in line 
for a league and championship 
double but failed in the two games 
by narrow margins. Well done to 
all concerned. 

Art, ceili and set dancing classes 
commmenced in Partry Com¬ 
munity Centre during Sept.- 
October. Tourmakeady anglers, 
who made great strides during 
1993, held a big fund-raising func¬ 
tion in Maire Luke’s. The local 
Club na mBan have taken to the 
water with aerobics every Thurs¬ 
day night at Castlebar swimming 
pool. Local pioneers attended the 
annual Knock vigil. A series of 
disco’s commenced on October 
9th to help aid the visit of Santa 
to Tourmakeady on Dec. 19th. 
Guess what — a reminder of 
material for this edition of ‘Water¬ 
fall’ . . . yes, you’re right, this col¬ 
umn is coming to an end. Again 
Tourmakeady bids farewell to two 
popular members of the comm uni 
ty. Tom Hughes, Gortmore, and 
Mick Durcan, Treenlaur, both 
died recently. May they rest in 
peace. Tourmakeady badminton 
club held their annual meeting 
when officers remained in power. 

Almost 20 young footballers 
had a great weeekend in and 
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around Tourmakeady. Thanks to 
everyone who hosted the boys 
from the capital. Two Tour- 
mkeady emigrants died in Chicago 

— Martin Lally and Tom 
Meeneghan from Tawnagh and 
Derrasa respectively. 

October 24th: Annual pioneer 
dinner dance was a number one 
winner at Belmont Hotel in 
Knock. Coiste an Halla meet to 
discuss new heating system. Mary 
Heverin was buried on the 24th. 
R.I.P. Mary was an avid reader of 
the ‘Waterfall’ magazine. The 
Man Above called away two more 
people of the community at an 
early age, both in their early 50’s 

— Padraic Barker and Garda 
Padraig Lally. We extend our 
sympathy to both families. Donal 
had a full turnout of gun club 
members — the best in years, he 
said. Fox bounty hunting is on the 
way. 

It’s November now, Christmas 
is around the corner. Club na 
mBan have got their baking tins 
out. Find ut how to make-a-cake, 
bake-a-cake is the message for 
Tourmakeady Hall on Nov. 10th. 


The Partry community was shock¬ 
ed at the tragedy that claimed the 
life of Paula McDermott, 
daughter of Mike and Josie 
McDermott. Sympathy is extend¬ 
ed to all the family. 

Tourmakeady badminton club 
have launched a big Christmas raf¬ 
fle with proceeds in aid of the local 
hall. Draw takes place on Dec. 
19th during Santa’s day. Please 
support. 

That, briefly, is some of the 
happenings in the ‘Waterfall’ cat¬ 
chment area. A number of items 
may have escaped us, such as 
Michael and Eibhlin O’Neill’s 
silver wedding anniversary in ear¬ 
ly summer. And Mr. and Mrs. 
Kraft of Gortnalderg were 25 
years married in August. Good 
luck to Cathy and Kevin O’Toole 
on their new takeover. We sent 
good wishes to Tommie and Mrs. 
Walsh and their family — always 
good contributors to this 
magazine. 

Congrats to Fiona Gibbons and 
Mary Ann Folan on passing their 
nursing finals. Mary Ann is the 
first of three sisters in the nursing 


career of the Folan family. Well 
done to Michael Conway, Drim- 
coggy, on his promotion to 
foreman in Cathal Duffy’s garage; 
also on the music front as an “At¬ 
tic Boy”. John and Irene Far- 
ragher and Michael and Cassie 
Hennelly were both 20 years mar¬ 
ried. They are all dedicated 
G.A.A. workers. Congrats to 
Steve Staunton, Aston Villa and 
Irish international footballer, 
whose dad hails from Partry, on 
his award as F.A.I. Footballer of 
the Year. 

A number of coming attractions 
. . . Santa Claus arriving in Tour¬ 
makeady on Dec. 19th; memorial 
dance in Tourmakeady Hall on 
Dec. 28th — a good cause; 
G.A.A. dinner dance in hall on 
Dec. 30th — tickets from Pat 
Burke, Michael John Casey, Tom 
Heneghan or Sheila O’Toole. Oh, 
yes, well done to Sheila on her 
lovely new home. 

I wish to thank everyone who 
helped put this page together. It’s 
just a brief look back. Looking 
forward to meeting you here in 
December 1994, D.V. 

• MICHAEL JOHN CASEY 



Caught in the act! Matt Daly and Johnnie Ronan with Mattie Ronan in the background. 
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FIRST COMMUNICANTS 

SRAH N.S.: Siobhan Lally, Michael O’Malley, Sarah McGough. 

KILLITEAUN N.S.: Lisa Shoevlin, Vincent Maree, Yvonne Prendergast. 

* N.S.: Barry O’Toole, Fiona Conroy, Una Heneghan, Michael Heneghan, Kevin Dolan 
Darren Ronan, Gary Cox, Sean Heneghan. 
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THE DANCES OF OLDEN DAYS 


The olden days I am referring to 
were the early thirties when 1 was 
nine or ten years old. Around that 
time my father, along with a skill¬ 
ed tradesman who lives near us, 
built a fine stable with a loft 
overhead. At least it was con¬ 
sidered to be a modern one in 
those days and it was the general 
idea that it was a fine place for 
dances, as most dances were held 
in country houses, often in small 
kitchens. 1 don’t know what the 
length or width of the loft was, but 
1 would say it was about 30 feet 
long by five yds. wide. Very small 
by today’s standards. 

However, my father decided to 
have a few dances and see how 
they would work out. From the 
very first night it was a roaring 
success. The young people came 
from far and near. Some young 
men had bicycles but most of the 
girls walked. 

The dance was always held on 
a Sunday night and on some 
Church holiday nights, such as St. 
Patrick’s Night which came in 
Lent when no dances were allow¬ 
ed by the Church. So the big dance 
on St. Patrick’s Night was eager¬ 
ly looked forward to by the youth 
of the area. 

The Saturday before the dance 
was an exciting day for us 
children. Our humble home was a 
hive of activity. We helped my 
mother to scrub and clean the 
house and my brothers swept and 
cleaned the loft and fixed seats 
along the walls. We filled paraf¬ 
fin lamps with oil and washed and 
shined the globes. When those 
were all hanging securely in place, 
the loft was ready for the dance. 

GIRLS FIRST 

On Sunday evening they started 
to arrive at 7 p.m. The girls first. 
They came in groups from the 
various villages and gathered in 
our kitchen. As a rule there was a 
roaring fire and all the jobs 
around the place were done in 
good time for those very special 
occasions. We all loved to see the 


girls coming. They sat around the 
fire, two to a chair — while the 
chairs lasted! The rest stood 
around, talked and laughed and 
made merry. They were brimming 
with energy and happiness and the 
joys of youth. 

No words of mine could do 
justice to the atmosphere that 
prevailed and no words could 
describe the beauty of those girls. 
The most of them were radiant 
with clear milky rosy complexions. 
They combed their hair in front of 
the mirror on the wall. In most 
cases it was shingled up the back 
with a fine mop of hair coiled up 
in front with fancy hair slides and 
combs. They wore no make-up. I 
have such pleasant memories of 
those girls. Their dresses were 
ravishing and they wore lovely 
velvet-type waistcoats which 
fastened at the waist with a big 
fancy buckle. I can just see them 
yet — almost sixty years later. I 
don’t know why they never made 
a comeback in the fashion world. 
Now wilth their coats safely tuck¬ 
ed away on the bed in an alcove 
off the kitchen, which was in every 
thatched house in thos days, the 
girls were ready for the dance 
floor. 

BICYCLE LAMPS 

All this time the boys were 
gathering outside, some coming in 
leaving their precious carbide bicy¬ 
cle lamps in the safety of the kit¬ 
chen. My mother, God rest her, 
went about her work of getting my 
younger brothers and sisters to 
bed. By now the girls had deserted 
the kitchen as the door of the 
dance floor was opened and they 
were crowding in. It would be 
around 8 p.m. It was lovely to see 
them on a summer’s evening. Fine 
young men eager to meet and 
dance the evening away with their 
favourite colleens. What could be 
more natural. 

As a rule my father and some 
other young men stood at the door 
and took the entrance fee which 
was three old pennies or maybe six 


pence. On special occasions it was 
a shilling if there was a raffle for 
a bonham or perhaps a nice table 
lamp or a set of dishes. The raffle 
was looked forward to and was a 
bonus. If my father wasn’t there 
on time there was always a special 
young man who took over and 
opened up and stood at the door 
all night collecting the pennies. 
This man is still living and he is 
Paddy Ronan from Cappaduff. 
He was a true friend of our fami¬ 
ly and we owe him a deep debt of 
gratitude. Go maire se i bhfad. 

RAISED THE RAFTERS 

The dancing has started. Often 
times there wasn’t enough room 
on the floor for them. Set after set 
and polkas go leor, the ‘Stack of 
Barley’ and all those dances. The 
accordeon was the main musical 
instrument and sometimes a violin 
and flute. They sang songs to raise 
the rafters. I remember standing in 
the kitchen and listening to some 
of the beautiful songs. As children 
we were never allowed into the 
dance but we enjoyed the excite¬ 
ment nevertheless. Once in a while 
my mother was asked to come in 
and play a few tunes for them on 
the accordeon as she was a good 
accordeon player. She usually 
obliged. She loved to see the 
young people enjoying themselves 
and they made their own enter¬ 
tainment in those days, long 
before the radio came along. 

In winter time, as the dance was 
in progress, the cows slept in the 
barn underneath. The music and 
dance soothed them into oblivion. 
The bull snored and snorted in his 
own stall while the mother pig 
sucked her young to her hearts 
content to the rhythm of dancing 
feet on the floorboards overhead. 

The dance always ended at 11 
p.m. The girls crowded into the 
kitchen for their coats, looking 
more radiant than ever and ready 
to face the long walk home. As a 
rule my mother had big raisin 
cakes baked and cut up on the 
table and the teapot by the 
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DANCES IN OLDEN DAYS 


fire. She felt really sorry for the 
girls who had to walk to Glensaul 
and all the villages around and 
wanted to give them a snack to 
keep the hunger away. Some girls 
just grabbed a piece of bread and 
ate it as they were leaving, perhaps 
the boyfriends were waiting! 

Many years later some of those 
ladies told me with all sincerity 
that these were the happiest days 
of their lives when they danced in 
the loft and ate raisin bread on the 
way home. There were many mar¬ 
riages which followed. In fact 1 
met my own husband there many 
years later at a dance we held to 
celebrate the Stations we had in 
our home that morning. Sian go 
deo leis. That was the last time our 
family were all together for the 
Stations — but that’s another 
story. 

PROBLEMS 

As I said, the dances were a 
great success for several years. 
There were some problems 
though. From time to time the 
priests preached those terrible 
chilling sermons. Hell’s fire and 
brimstone. The dances were the 
occasion of mortal sin. Company 
keeping an even bigger sin! In 
Confession they were quizzed and 
questioned about it, with the result 
that some didn’t confess they were 
company keeping as they knew in 
their hearts and souls it wasn’t a 
sin — and what’s more they could 
be in the confessional box for ages 
and highly embarrassed before the 
crowd. 

The missionaries came every 
few years which meant an inter¬ 
rogation in the confessional box 
for married and single people. 
They preached loud and long 
against dances and they danced on 
the altar in the process! Hell 
wasn’t hot enough for anybody 
who held dances and was the cause 
of bringing young people from 
their homes and the Rosary. They 
went on and on. Nothing describes 
it better than the play “Moll” 
which was written over twenty 


years ago. My father paid no heed 
to the sermons. He laughed and 
told my mother confidently not to 
worry, but she was uneasy to say 
the least. Anyhow the mission 
ended. Before long everyone 
wanted the dances to come back 
— and they did and the young 
people were happy. Even the 
parents were pleased because they 
knew where their youngsters were 
and they were home before mid¬ 
night most of the time. 

Then it happened. One night 
when the dance was in full swing, 
the priest appeared at the door. Lo 
and behold, there he was in his 
long black robe and hat. He ad¬ 
dressed my father very abruptly. 
“What’s this for, gathering a 
crowd like this here when they 
should be at home with their 
parents?” he asked. My father 
spoke up and said: “I see no harm 
in young people dancing and en¬ 


joying themselves. They are only 
young once and it isn’t ten o’clock 
yet. And what’s more, their 
parents will tell you they are home 
earlier now than if they were 
around on the roads.” 

One word borrowed another 
and as he was leaving the priest 
said: “You are breaking the law of 
the land now as well as Church 
laws, so I’ll see to it and report you 
to the authorities.” That was it. 
Now the law of the land had just 
recently passed an Act and no 
dances could be held without a 
licence, and no licence could be 
given except for properly con¬ 
structed dance halls. 

That finished the dances in the 
lofts and in country houses except 
on rare occasions. Soon the clergy 
were building modern dance halls 
all over the country. Now it was 
no sin. 

• MAY LALLY 



Tourmakedy badminton team — County Div. 3 champions: front 
— Sheila O’Toole, Barbara Power, Bernie O’Neill; back: Brian Gib¬ 
bons, Tom Heneghan, Michael John Casey. Tomas Heneghan. 
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ON THE STAGE 50 YEARS AGO 


As part of our anniversaries 
theme, we came across an adver¬ 
tisement for Irish dramas per¬ 
formed by the Tourmakeady 
Players 50 years ago in Castlebar. 
The players were members of Con- 
radh na Gaeilge who are 
celebrating their centenary this 
year. 

The group performed two plays 
“An Fear Og as Gaillimh”, a 
comedy, and “An Fomhar“, a 
play based on the events of 1798. 
The first play is about a young 
woman who writes away to a mar¬ 
riage bureau and w'ho gets in touch 
with a medical student. The 
following people took part: 
Maire Ni Dhubhda: 

Mar> Thornton 
Bean Ui Bhubhda: 

Mary Derrig 

Bean Ui Shiulleachan: 

Mary Heverin 

Sean 6 Dhubhda: 

Joseph Fitzpatrick 

Brian O Raghallaigh: 

Padraic Carney, N.T. 
Macleinn: Sean Donoghue 

They got a rare review in the Con¬ 
naught Telegraph the following 
week. 

Theother play “An Fomhar”, 
based on the events of 1798, had 
the following cast: 

Seamus O Cuinn: 

Padraic Cearney, N.T. 

Sean O Cuinn: 

Tommie Heneghan 

Bean Ui Chuinn: 

Birdie Heverin 

Fionan O Cuinn: 

Finian Costello 

Sean na gCapall: 

Tommie Kahbett 
Eibhlin Ni Ruairc: 

Peig Mac Donagh 
Mairin Ni Chearbhaill: 

Mary Heverin 
The following words were written 
about the performance: 

“Bhain se an smear mhullaigh 
da bhfacas ar ardan ariamh. Nior 
bhfeidir e sharu ar aon staitse no 
an aon teanga.” 

Ni feidir moran eile a ra faoi 
drama na sin. Se an feall e go 
bhfuil an tradisiun seo ligthe i leig 
againn. B’fheidi go spreagfaidh an 
pTosa seo duine eicinnt chun 
tabhairt faoi. 


Connaught Telegraph, Saturday, 20 

comm<vo ha sAeoase- 

TOURMAKEADY 
IRISH PLAYERS 

wit i PRFSFNT 

IN THE TOWN HALL, CASTLEBAR 

ON SUNDAY NIGHT, 28th MARCH, 

“ah peA n 65 as SAiititri" 

A SHORT COMEDY 
and “AH pOjrhAR” 

a Stirring Drama based on the March of the French 
and the Irish on Castlebar in 1798; 

CONCERT ITEMS BY VISITING PLAYERS. 

Commencing 8.30 sharp. 

Admission: 2/- & 1/-. Children, 6d. . 

cAiming le cuts iia gAetmge. 



Brothers Austin McGing (R.l.P.) and Jim McGing 
with Walter Heneghan (R.l.P.) on a Sunday in 
Chicago, November 1959. 
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HARDWARE DEPARTMENT 

Suppliers of all needs for the 
JSS^Farmer, Builder and D.I.Y. enthusiast 


Fertilisers, Feeding Compounds, Seeds, J 
Veterinary Medicines, etc. jj f 

★ Full range of Additives and Silage Covers in stock. | j 

★ Farm and Building supplies. if Jf 

★ All concrete products — Blocks, Sand, Readymix, 

Cement, Iron. '!i Jm 
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★ For complete one-stop shopping . . . Hardware, Plumbing, Household, Furniture, 
Carpets, Building and Farm Supplies. 

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK — TELEPHONE 092-41021. FAX: 092-41695 


CUMMINS SUPERMARKET 


Cummins Supermarket is Big and Bright and totally up to date 


REFRIGERATED DISPLAYS DRAPERY 

200 ft. of refrigerated fresh produce displays to Specialised Drapery Deparment offering lower 
ensure everything is in perfect condition when prices in Children’s Clothing together with 
purchased — plus greater selection. basic household items. 

rnSMFTirs DAIRY AND FRESH MEAT 

„. . ,. n ,. -p.. | Special emphasis on Fresh Food Unit. 

State of the art Cosmetic Display Crusty Hot Bread ^ 

Refrigerated unit for Fruit and Vegetables to 
SCANNING guarantee quality. 

Cummins Supermarket provides customers Fresh Meats and Fresh Fish. 

with itemised receipts, thanks to high tech Superb Meat Counter setting the standards of 

scanning. Hygiene and Quality. 

NATIONAL FRUIT STORE QUALITY AWARD WINNER 1992 
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TEL. 092-41021 


SUPERMARKET 

SUPER SERVICE 


► BALLINROBE 
SUPER PRICES 


FAX: 092-41695! 


Everything you want from a store . . . and a little bit more. 
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Explore the rustic rugged landscape ot tourmakeady 

■ Hourly Rates ■ Qualified & Experienced Staff 

■ Well Schooled Horses & Ponies ■ Hats and Boots Available 

■ Approved A.I.R.E. & I.T.B. 


ArcI Aoi&hinn 

STABLES 

CappaduFF, TouRmakcadq. Co. CDapo. 
Tel: Fa;c: 092 94009. 


I acilicies 

Fishing Boats, Engines, Fishing Tackle Room 
and gillies available. 

Angling Advice & Fly Tying Facilities Available 

Fishing rods ,etc fur hire 

Games Room r, Size Snooker Table. 

Tennis Full Size Tennis Court 

Balls and Racquets available 

Picnic Area Outdoor area with Picnic Tables & 

Bar B Q area. 

Pony Trekking Ard .AoiMimn has Horses and 
Ponys to suit all ages 
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Self Catering Farmhouse Accommodation 
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